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Deck the Residence Halls 
4 ■ ' ' '■• V . ■ I 
m j' 
BRIANA GERRISH/THE BATES STUDENT 
Festively-deocrated houses along Frye Street light the night with holiday cheer. 
BSCG Continues to Seek Improved Communication with 
Student Body; No Consequential Legislation Passed 
Brooks Quimby Debuts in 
2009 International, 
Nearly Reaches 
Championship Playoffs 
HILLARY BOK 
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR 
This semester started off slowly for 
the Bates College Student Government 
(BCSG). The first few meetings of the 
body’s legislative organ, the Representa¬ 
tive Assembly (RA), yielded no legisla¬ 
tion or serious discussions. Although the 
budget allocation process kept members 
busy throughout the fall in past years, 
due to an amendment passed later last 
year, the budget allocation process no 
longer takes place at the beginning of 
the Fall Semester. The change has al¬ 
lowed RA members to focus on broader 
issues affecting the campus community 
during this time. 
Student Government President Dan¬ 
iel Gimbel TO began the year hoping to 
fulfill the goals he discussed during his 
campaign for the presidency. 
“One of the things I really wanted to 
focus on was strengthening the lines of 
communication between the RA and the 
rest of the student body,” said Gimbel. 
To improve communication, Gimbel 
began hosting weekly open lunches in 
Commons with the other members of the 
BCSG’s executive board. His intent was to 
provide a time and place for students to 
approach the student government with 
their questions and concerns. 
The executive board has met for lunch 
every Monday from noon to 1 p.m. in the 
“Fish Bowl” room in Commons since the 
beginning of November. 
Unfortunately, Gimbel has had difficul¬ 
ty getting word out to the students about 
DANIELA REICHELSTEIN 
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR 
On her first trip to Iran, Jaleh Taheri 
’07 conducted research for her senior 
honors thesis by interviewing an array 
of women across all sectors of Iranian 
society. Contrary to Western stereotypes 
regarding the status of Middle Eastern 
women, Taheri discovered that in a 
country where women are banned from 
voting and driving, these women were 
“feisty, politically active and unwilling to 
stop at anything,” she said during a lec¬ 
ture organized by the Bates Muslim Stu¬ 
dent Association on Monday, Nov. 30th. 
Taheri’s introduction to Middle East¬ 
ern politics and religion occurred at 
Bates after taking several courses with 
Muslim Politics Professor Eric Hooglund. 
Because of her Irish-Iranian heritage, 
Taheri became fascinated with Iran and 
opted to write a senior honors thesis on 
stereotypes regarding Iranian women. 
“The Bates Politics Department reject¬ 
ed my thesis because they didn’t think the 
theorists I was using were legitimate since 
they were not Western,” said Taheri. With 
Hooglund’s support, Taheri wrote her first 
of two theses, finished the semester early, 
and traveled to Iran on a Barlow Grant to 
conduct research for a second thesis. 
“One of my curses is that I’m passion¬ 
ate about too many things,” she said. “But I 
am a fighter, and Hooglund inspired me to 
do something I would never have done.” 
Taheri showed her audience several 
the weekly lunches. “By meeting in the 
Fish Bowl I hoped to change the culture 
surrounding student opinion about the 
BCSG and the RA. I want students to feel 
like we, as a body, are more accessible and 
that they can come to us with their ques¬ 
tions and concerns,” said Gimbel. 
While he wishes he could have 
made more progress in this regard, 
Gimbel does believe the weekly pub¬ 
lic lunches were a step in the right 
direction. 
Most of the RA meetings in Sep¬ 
tember were devoted to filling seats on 
committees in order for work to begin. 
RA members did not make any 
proposals for legislation until the be¬ 
ginning of November. 
The first major issue the body ad¬ 
dressed the H1N1 outbreak. In order to 
cope with the high number of ill students, 
the Health Center adjusted its hours, shift¬ 
ing from regular 24-hour service to only 8 
a.m. through 9 p.m. during the week and 8 
a.m. through 8 p.m. on the weekend. The 
adjusted hours were put into effect from 
Oct. 15th through Oct. 31st. 
RA member Michael Pasek 12 proposed 
that a resolution be passed to urge the Health 
Center not to limit its hours for the health and 
safety of Bates students. In addition to pass¬ 
ing such a resolution to encourage the Health 
Center to maintain its 24-hour services, the 
RA created a new committee to specifically 
address issues pertaining to health care ser¬ 
vices on campus. 
On Nov. 9th the RA passed the Resolu¬ 
tion to Create Forum Boards on Campus. Af¬ 
ter representatives from the New World Co¬ 
photographs of Iranian women she had 
taken during her travels and reversed sev¬ 
eral Western stereotypes regarding them in 
the process. 
“It’s not uncommon for women to look 
like Barbies in certain areas of Iran,” said 
Taheri, pointing to a picture of two women 
with blond hair wrapped in a hijab- heads¬ 
carf- and flawless skin. “Iran is known as 
the nose job capital of the world.” 
Some members of the audience ap¬ 
preciated that Taheri sought to reverse ste¬ 
reotypes regarding women’s dress in the 
Middle East. 
“There is a huge misconception in the 
Western world about hijab - [that] whoever 
wears it is associated with terrorism or [that 
it is] a sign of repression,” said Mustafa Ba- 
sij-Rasikh 12, an international student from 
Afghanistan and a member of the Bates 
Student Muslim Association. “In reality it is 
not true. Women in Iran do not wear the 
head scarf as a sign of repression but be¬ 
cause they respect their religion.” 
Taheri presented several pictures 
of women bearing the hijab as well as oth¬ 
ers wearing the traditional chador, a long, 
black gown Iranian women are required 
to wear in government buildings. “Women 
in Iran actually do not wear the burqa,” she 
said, referring to a type of gown that cov¬ 
ers the entire body. “They think burqas are 
barbaric because they cover the face.” 
Women in Iran were also depicted 
as empowered individuals in Taheri’s talk. 
She showed images of young women lug¬ 
ging around guns who were part of the 
Basiege, a popular organization in the 
alition expressed interest in installing white 
boards and tack boards around campus for 
students to express their opinions, the RA 
developed and passed this legislation, which 
allows for the installment of one chalk board 
and one tack board on campus in order to 
encourage free speech and political action 
among students. 
The third resolution passed by the RA 
supports the creation of a new war memo¬ 
rial on campus. The only war memorial on 
campus is currently behind an ice machine 
in old Commons. Proposed by Matt Coc- 
dandi 11, the resolution was made in light 
of recent faculty disapproval of the idea. 
Certain faculty members believed initially 
that the proposed wording of the memori¬ 
al, which includes the phrase, “and civilian 
services,” in some way refers to Blackwater. 
The RA also passed a bill to allo¬ 
cate funding to provide copies of the 
Lewiston Sun Journal in Commons at 
breakfast during the week as well as 
funding to support the server for the 
website, batescentral.org. 
Despite a slow start, BCSG activity 
picked up in November. However, some 
members of the RA did express some con¬ 
cern about the student government’s legiti¬ 
macy on campus. 
“It’s definitely a lot easier to com¬ 
plain about how things are than to 
try and change them,” said Gimbel. 
“We’re only as legitimate as people 
allow us to be. Until we strengthen 
the lines of communication between 
the student government and the stu¬ 
dent body, legitimacy will continue to 
be a struggle.” 
country Taheri described as “boy scouts 
with guns” that trains Iranians in defense 
and builds homes for the homeless. The 
audience also viewed pictures of everyday 
life at Iran’s all-female university, as well as 
images of all-female gyms. 
“Even though women have to wear the 
hijab in public, they can still do whatever 
they’d like in private places or places 
only for women,” Taheri said. “This is the 
case all over Iran: you can do anything 
underground.” 
Tehari also criticized the role of 
mass media in misrepresenting Middle 
Eastern women. She cited Geraldine 
Brook’s novel, Nine Parts of Desire, 
as well as the film “Not Without My 
Daughter” as two examples of popular 
entertainment in the West that are in¬ 
fused with stereotypes. 
“They get stuck in the consciousness 
of many Americans,” she said. “It’s easy 
to categorize people and put labels on 
them and group them as ‘Other.’” 
Several audience members were 
impressed with the way in which Ta¬ 
heri depicted Iranian women as em¬ 
powered citizens. 
“I thought her most interesting points 
were about Iranian women thinking of 
themselves as leaders of the Middle East 
women’s movement and her depiction of 
their keen interest in getting a quality edu¬ 
cation,” said Julia Winder '12. “Her lecture 
proves to Americans that while we may 
think they live within an oppressive cul¬ 
ture, Iranian women are constantly chal¬ 
lenging the norms.” 
HILLARY BOK & PALO PEIRCE 
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR & 
STAFF WRITER 
On Wednesday, Nov. 11th, the 
Bates College Brooks Quimby De¬ 
bate Council sent a team to England 
to compete in the Oxford Inter-Var¬ 
sity Tournament, which was held on 
the Oxford University campus on 
Nov. 13th and Nov. 14th. The tour¬ 
nament, sponsored by Pricewater- 
houseCoopers, was conducted in 
English and consisted of 140 teams 
from 20 countries. The Bates team’s 
travel expenses were funded by the 
club’s endowment. 
The first team was comprised of 
Bates students Mikey Pasek T2, Mir- 
cea Lupu ’ll, Andrew Wong ’12, Andy 
Kageleiry ’12, Colin Etnire ’12 and Ian 
Mahmud ’12. These members were 
separated into three teams of two 
and competed as such throughout the 
tournament. 
The tournament was hosted in 
the British Parliamentary style, which 
differs from the 
American Par¬ 
liamentary style, 
the latter being 
utilized primarily 
in Bates’ domes¬ 
tic debate circuit. 
While British 
Parliamentary re¬ 
quires four teams 
to participate 
in each round, 
American Parlia¬ 
mentary requires 
only two. Addi¬ 
tionally, in British Parliamentary de¬ 
bate, the topic at hand, known as the 
resolution, is announced 15 minutes 
before the round. In American Par¬ 
liamentary, the government team is 
allowed to make and select its own 
resolution. 
The differences are also evident 
in the grading methods of each style. 
British Parliamentary favors a rhetori¬ 
cal approach with a larger emphasis 
on style and values, while American 
Parliamentary promotes more legalis¬ 
tic argumentation. 
Further, the international circuit al¬ 
lows college graduates to participate, 
increasing the level of competition. 
Despite these notable differences, 
the Bates teams were resilient and 
relatively successful. 
The highest achieving Bates team, 
partners Etnire and Mahmud, end¬ 
ed up in 25th place over all, and 
5th amongst the American teams, 
topped only by the “A” teams of MIT, 
Princeton, Stanford and Yale. They 
faced stiff competition and several 
complex resolutions, and were only 
one point away from the champion¬ 
ship playoff rounds. One resolution 
confronted was: “assuming technol¬ 
ogy exists; deaf parents should be 
able to choose to make their chil¬ 
dren deaf.” 
Etnire and Mahmud were the sec¬ 
ond government team supporting 
this motion and argued that deafness 
would lead to a better connection 
with parents, subsequently a better 
childhood and parenting. They rea¬ 
soned that deafness is not seen by 
deaf people as a disability, and that 
parents should always be allowed to 
choose what they think is best for 
their children. 
Etnire described the case as “a 
controversial motion which is char¬ 
acteristic of British Parliamentary, 
but this case made us think, and 
proved to be a differentiator be¬ 
tween the good and best debaters.” 
The trip, according to Etnire, was 
a “wonderful opportunity, because 
Bates sends you abroad for free to 
experience a different culture. It was 
great to perform well in the tourna¬ 
ment and to be a part of Oxford’s 
unique character.” 
The Debate Team also attended the 
Cambridge IV tournament at the Uni¬ 
versity of Cambridge 
in Cambridge, Eng¬ 
land. This competi¬ 
tion was held on Nov. 
20th and Nov. 21st 
during Bates’ Thanks¬ 
giving Break and also 
operated by British 
Parliamentary pro¬ 
cedure. Three Bates 
teams competed 
against teams from 
other schools includ¬ 
ing Yale, Oxford, 
Manchester, Durham, 
McGill and Trinity College Dublin. 
Nate Sweet ’ll and Ariela Silber- 
stein ’10 won 43rd place as a team 
and individually tied for 86th speaker. 
Matthew Marienthal ’10 and Rachel 
Kurzius ’10 won 58th place as a team. 
Marienthal won 85th place as a speak¬ 
er while Kurzius won 98th. Joseph 
Kibe ’ll and Ali Vingiano ’ll placed 
94th as a team. 
The Cambridge IV included 108 
teams and 216 individual debaters. 
Topics addressed included the ques¬ 
tion of whether or not the United 
States should pay war reparations to 
Vietnam, whether contested sports 
games should be replayed and wheth¬ 
er minors should be allowed to un¬ 
dergo gender reassignment surgery. A 
team from Oxford won first place. 
Now the team's attention has 
turned to preparations for the World 
Universities Debating Championship 
that will be held at Koc University in 
Antalya, Turkey Dec. 27th through 
Jan. 4th. Three Bates pairs will travel 
to compete at the Koc Worlds tourna¬ 
ment: Nate Sweet ’ll and Ariela Sil- 
berstein ’10, Colin Etnire ’12 and Ian 
Mahmud ’12, and Matthew Marienthal 
TO and Rachel Kurzius TO. Walter 
Garcia ’ll and Coach Jan Hovden will 
be attending as adjudicators. 
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Alum Debunks Western 
Assumptions of Iranian Culture 
The trip, according to Etnire, 
was a "wonderful opportu¬ 
nity, because Bates sends you 
abroad for free to experience 
a different culture. It was 
great to perform well in the 
tournament and to be a part 
of Oxford's unique character." 
FORUM 
Tuesday, December 8.2009 
What Does Black 
Friday Say About Us? 
CFje Pates; ^>tutient 
JAMIE CRAGNOLINE 
ASSISTANT FORUM 
EDITOR 
f > Thanksgiving ii Recess generally in¬ 
duces anticipation 
and provokes excitement among all. 
With a slightly more rewarding length 
than Fall Recess, we can escape cam¬ 
pus for a brief period filled with fam¬ 
ily, friends and homemade stuffing. 
However, as always, looming over the 
horizon of Thanksgiving is a day that 
I dread like none-other - Black Friday. 
I saw it approaching from weeks 
away - Walmart and Macy’s inserts fall¬ 
ing out of the morning newspaper, plas¬ 
tered with ridiculous claims like “Com¬ 
plete Inventory 70 Percent Off between 
4 and 5 a.m.l” or “Free Lawnmower 
with Every Coffee Maker Purchase!!!” 
I am naturally disinclined to partici¬ 
pate in any activity that occurs before 
noon, and elbowing through throngs 
of anxious shoppers in Kmart certainly 
falls into that category. I thought more 
people shared my sentiment, but appar¬ 
ently I am dead wrong. 
This year the outlet shopping 
center in my area opened at 11:30. 
At night. On Thanksgiving. While 
I would not have been caught dead 
there, the next day many people told 
me of their midnight journeys to the 
outlets to capitalize on early bird spe¬ 
cials and giveaways. I was eternally 
thankful that I no longer had my job at 
the outlets and instead was working at 
a more sane, family-owned business. 
Practically since I was in utero, I 
have been on the selling side of Black 
Friday as opposed to the consuming 
side, and I don’t think that I would 
prefer otherwise. This year, per usual, 
I worked on Black Friday. I outfitted 
tweens with Uggs and fit grandpar¬ 
ents with Minnetonka slippers. How¬ 
ever monotonous this may be, it keeps 
me indoors and away from temptation 
and chaos. I can recall only one time 
in the past several years that I actually 
went to a store on Black Friday - my 
friend dragged me to the Coach outlet 
because she needed a gift. I recall feel¬ 
ing as though I was going to suffocate 
inside, escaping the store only to nar¬ 
rowly avoid being run over in the park¬ 
ing lot. Maybe it’s something in the tur¬ 
key, but on Black Friday people simply 
go crazy. I recall last year seeing on the 
news a Walmart employee had died in 
a mad frenzy that broke out amongst 
shoppers trying to purchase the latest 
video game console. Someone died. 
Clearly something is amiss. 
Perhaps I am a hypocrite, for while I 
try to avoid shopping on Black Friday, I 
am contributing to the system by selling 
my wares at whatever seasonal employ¬ 
ment I have managed to snag for my¬ 
self. Oh well, I’ll ride off the commercial 
success of Black Friday for as long as 
I can. However, I do think that things 
should change. 
What does Black Friday say about 
us? Why do we have an entire day de¬ 
voted to emptying our wallets on junk? 
Of course there are exceptions, but most 
people to whom I talk are not buying 
things because they care. Rather, they 
are trying to cross names off their infi¬ 
nitely long list of people on whom they 
are expected to spend money. When 
I worked on Friday, I was not helping 
people find their shoe equivalent to a 
soul mate in a high heel. Rather, I was 
running into the shoe stacks to find 
shoes so I could immediately ring them 
up and send my customers on their 
way. Just another check on the list of 
gifts to buy. 
We are all racing toward this point, 
and for what? I can represent the gift¬ 
giving epidemic with a small-scale ex¬ 
ample - my family’s “Secret Chanukah 
Fairy” ritual. Every Thanksgiving, my 
close family members and I pull names 
from a hat to obtain the name of the 
person for whom we will purchase a 
gift at the holidays. What seems like 
an endearing tradition has just turned 
ridiculous - my aunt has no idea what I 
want, and I have no idea what my dis¬ 
tant older cousin desires, and my dad 
certainly has no idea what his sister- 
in-law likes. Thus ensues an extremely 
convoluted chain of e-mail and phone 
calls as we all attempt to secretly and 
unobtrusively discover what our gift 
recipient would want. In the end, we 
all usually end up getting gift certifi¬ 
cates for each other, which is just silly. 
Instead of buying something that costs 
$25 just so that I can receive $25 worth 
of something from someone else, why 
don’t we all just keep our money in our 
own pockets? Why not just get each 
other something random that we find 
at another time of the year? Why all this 
gift giving just for the sake of gift giving? 
To me, Black Friday represents a 
greater obsession that our society has 
with consumption. In my economics 
class the other day, my professor used 
Black Friday in an example problem: 
how could we use a particular equation 
to calculate how much we could all af¬ 
ford to spend on Black Friday? I balked 
at this, mostly because this is the way 
that we think. How much money can 
we all manage to spend before we go 
under? We also kept discussing some¬ 
thing called “consumer confidence.” I 
think we have way too much. We need 
to all lose some of our consumer confi¬ 
dence. We need to get a bit more con¬ 
sumer unconfident. The season of gift 
giving is upon us, and along with it,all 
of its absolutely ridiculous sales and 
deals, I, for one, try to think about what 
I am really buying things for and how I 
am spending. While waking up at three 
o’clock in the morning to save $5 on a 
jacket may sound appealing to some, I 
put my foot down. I urge you to do the 
same - think twice before you walk into 
a Target this holiday season. Is saving 
30 percent on a pair of shoes actually 
worth your life? 
{Etye pates; i§>tubent 
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Letter to the Editor: 
In Defense of “Infallible Truths” 
To the Editor: 
I would like to defend myself against 
the ignorance and elitism that last week’s 
article accused me of holding. Believing 
in an “infallible truth,” as Regina Tavani 
labeled my beliefs, is an essential part 
of political debate, and an essential part 
of achieving equality. I do apologize if I 
personally offended people with my di¬ 
rect disagreement toward Roman Catho¬ 
lics, Mainers, or people who opposed 
Question 1. However, this is the impera¬ 
tive issue of civil rights that we are talk¬ 
ing about. As supporters of gay marriage, 
it is absolutely not our duty to agree to 
disagree. This is an issue we need to act 
upon now if we have any hope in creat¬ 
ing true equality. I know that Maine spoke 
clearly about its opinion on gay marriage, 
but that doesn't mean we have to sit back 
and shake hands with the majority. How 
does standing up for what we believe in 
make us any less “liberal” than that which 
Tavani we should be? Does the definition 
of liberalism include abeyance? 
In terms of the “gross and unfair gener¬ 
alizations” that Tavani impertinently accuse 
me of, I find it presumptuous to assume my 
generalities were meant as allegations of su¬ 
periority. I do admit I was wrong in targeting 
the Catholic Church with such flagrant as¬ 
sertion. But, I did hope to emphasize certain 
values about the Church as an institution. It 
was clearly not my intention to personally 
target any individuals within the church, nor 
to introduce supremacy over them. How¬ 
ever, in terms of the institution as a whole, 
issues arise that I am allowed to disagree 
with. 1 was raised Catholic; I was baptized 
and confirmed into Our Lady of the Snows, 
our local Roman Catholic Church. While I 
drifted away from the religion throughout 
the years, I still respect the church and ad¬ 
mire and love many people within it. But, 
through my experiences there I came to un¬ 
derstand their “infallible” traditional views 
on marriage and their intolerance for gay 
rights. I am not insinuating that Catholics, 
or any branch of Christianity for that matter 
stands vehemently opposed to what we as 
liberals stand for. But, when it comes to the 
issue of gay rights, their beliefs do oppose 
mine. I too know gay people who attend 
religious services, including Catholic mass. 
But that doesn’t mean that even they can¬ 
not disagree with the institution’s prejudice. 
Sometimes an institution believes in some¬ 
thing that not all the individuals within it 
can be held responsible for. But, that doesn’t 
make the institution any less responsible. 
Tavani argued that Jews, Muslims, Hin¬ 
dus or Buddhists wouldn't be targeted in 
the same way that Catholics feel targeted. 
That is untrue. Of course they would. They 
are similarly targeted. What kind of hole do 
you have your head stuck in that you don't 
see the kind of universal disrespect contin¬ 
ues to grow, surrounding all religions. It is 
true, since Nietzsche, Heidegger, and ongo¬ 
ing existentialism that there exists a building 
uncertainty and skepticism for omnipotence 
and deeply religious values. This happens 
ali over the globe, in every religion and race. 
Often, without intentional disrespect, people 
question or mock religious beliefs. I’m not 
calling the contempt of religion right, but 
cynicism does happen in our vast, changing 
world that has trouble holding onto singular 
beliefs. Tavani was just as quick to judge 
and point her finger by labeling me as a 
“liberal secularist” when she knows nothing 
about my religious background nor my cur¬ 
rent search for spirituality. 
This idea of individuals within the in¬ 
stitution underlies my collective use of the 
term “Mainers.” I obviously did not intend 
to target every Mainer on the street nor 
at Bates as part of a singular entity of ig 
norance. I live with two Mainers who are 
wonderful, open-minded people, as are 
many other students, faculty and staff at 
Bates and in the surrounding communi¬ 
ties. However, it would be incorrect to 
say that the majority of Mainers are open 
minded. This was proved in the November 
elections. Obviously not everyone at Bates 
voted “No” on 1 nor did all “Mainers”-vote 
“Yes” on 1. We cannot avoid the fact that 
the majority of each group voted “No” and 
“Yes” respectively. While it may be a rude 
assumption to define both entities accord¬ 
ing to their majorities, I’m sure Tavani too 
is guilty of such acts of stereotyping. We 
don’t do it through cruelty. It ties into po¬ 
litical debate and the all too common so¬ 
cietal constraints. 
We cannot just sit back and say, “Oh 
let’s just all get along and this issue will 
work itself out.” It won't. We need to be in¬ 
novative and take initiative. Do you think 
those who voted “Yes” on 1 are "agreeing 
to disagree” with us? No. The issue of gay 
rights is something we have to stand up for. 
I should not be called ignorant when I am 
out there fighting against the gross mistreat¬ 
ment of those citizens who just want to start 
a family with those they love. 
Liz Miller 10 
Editor's Note: Liz Miller is a Staff Writer 
for the Forum Section of The Bates Student. 
Refusing to “Agree to Disagree” 
To the Editor: 
While I appreciate that Regina Tavani 
personally supports same-sex marriage, and 
extends her disappointment to the gay com¬ 
munity over the passing of Question 1, I 
disagree with Tavani’s argument that this is 
something Bates students should “agree to 
disagree" about. I’m a Catholic myself, and 
am both conscious of and dislike what can 
be an anti-religious sentiment on a highly 
secular campus. This is something we 
should try to avoid, because Christians are 
not a uniform group. That being said, the 
issue of gay marriage is something that does 
have a right and wrong, and our generation 
has a moral imperative to support and fight 
for gay rights. I got pretty involved with 
the “No on 1” campaign, and met dozens 
of families who cannot just wait around for 
the issue to be solved, hoping baby boomers 
die off soon As someone who would like 
to get married someday, likely to someone 
of the same-sex, this loss has not felt like 
supporting a losing candidate. This is about 
people going to the ballot box to tell me that 
my lifestyle is wrong, that the person I love 
isn’t good enough, that who I am doesn’t 
equal who they are. It’s deeply personal. 
Since this election, the world hasn’t looked 
the same to me, as well as countless Mainers 
who were depending on their fellow citizens 
to give them a basic civil right. I appreciate 
that Tavani has gay family and friends - and 
supports their lifestyles - but we need to do 
more. As a Catholic, to say I feel let down 
by the way the Church acted in this elec¬ 
tion is an incredible understatement. While 
this race certainly was about Maine, this race 
was also about the entire country and the 
gay rights movement, and it has had reper¬ 
cussions for every single gay and lesbian 
person in the United States. 
I would argue that we have to do more. 
Allies like Liz Miller have to speak out for 
their friends. We would not be allowed to 
say that we could “agree to disagree” on 
women’s rights or civil rights for African 
Americans. If people were allowed to vote 
on those issues, fewer women would have 
jobs and black people would still be using 
separate water fountains. I ask that Bates 
students do more than be disappointed, and 
challenge this, through action, conversation, 
and when necessary, condemnation of what 
is absolutely and unequivocally ignorance. 
Are we sheltered at Bates? Yes. Is it easy to 
act like liberal secular elitists and tell Main¬ 
ers that they are not as good as us? Yes. But 
being sheltered goes both ways. Supporting 
same-sex marriage isn't the same as internal¬ 
izing how deeply this election has affected 
people, both the couples who have spent 
decades together, and the young people like 
me who would like to have a family and 
protea it someday. Think about where we 
would be as a nation if well-intentioned 
citizens had “agreed to disagree” with even 
a slim majority of people who would vote 
against equal rights. The answer? Not far. 
Lindsey Pryor ’ll 
Arts & Living Section Fails to 
Acknowledge College Orchestra 
To the Editor: 
In light of Carol Dilley’s recent letter to 
the Editor and its responses concerning the 
Arts & Living seaion, we, the undersigned 
members of the Bates College Orchestra, 
would like to weigh in on the issue. If in¬ 
deed suggestions on how the Arts & living 
section could be improved are always wel¬ 
come, we humbly suggest that the Student 
might consider covering orchestra concerts 
in the future. 
We are a small group, and it is true 
that this letter probably comes out of a 
general feeling of under appreciation on 
campus. We are also aware that classical 
music is not universally adored among 
college students. Using our latest concert 
as an example, however, we would argue 
that orchestra should at least fall under the 
“newsworthy” category. 
On Saturday, November 14, Bates Col¬ 
lege Orchestra held its one and only concert 
of the semester. While in the past we have 
performed one symphony in the fall, con¬ 
ductor Hiroya Miura chose to spice things 
up a bit this semester, seleaing instead eight 
overtures. While some of these pieces might 
have been unfamiliar, the audience surely 
would have recognized works such as the 
Overture to William Tell (familiar to many 
as the theme song for the Lone Ranger). Per¬ 
haps the most “newsworthy" element of this 
concert was our fairly unprecedented collab¬ 
oration with the Bowdoin College Orches¬ 
tra. Miura and Bowdoin’s Orchestra director 
Roland Vazquez alternated conducting, and 
the combined orchestra alternated locations, 
performing on Sunday at Bowdoin. 
We understand that The Student does 
not have infinite funds and space to print 
every event that occurs on campus, but we 
are hoping that future orchestra concerts, es¬ 
pecially those as unique as our most recent 
performance, are granted some space. And 
while we recognize that any criticism of the 
Arts & Living section may feel like an attack 
on the hard work that its staff puts in, we 
hope that you in turn realize that a lack of 
attention to the Orchestra amid a plethora of 
coverage on other campus arts events feels 
like a rejection of our efforts as a group, 
Carolyn Gallmeyer ’ll, Christina 
Kratzman ’ll, Karen Nicoletti 12, Tessa Pals 
12, Hope Staneski 12, Vanessa Truglio 12 
Implications of War Not Considered 
in Proposed Campus War Memorial 
To the Editor: 
Last week, The Student included an arti¬ 
cle about the Representative Assembly (RA) 
passing a resolution allowing for a war me¬ 
morial on the Bates campus. In the article, 
RA member Matt Cocciardi 11 was quoted 
as saying, “The faculty didn't really go for 
it, because they did not like the inclusion of 
‘and civilian services,’ because they felt that 
it on some level included Blackwater” in ref¬ 
erence to the faculty dissent surrounding the 
memorial, The members of Bates Women In 
Black are not writing this letter to speak on 
behalf of the faculty members on the Bates 
campus. However, it is problematic to boil 
down dissent over the war memorial into a 
problem over the wording of the war me¬ 
morial. 
War, at the heart of it, is an aa of vio¬ 
lence. During wars, civilians are oppressed, 
nature is destroyed and lives are lost. Pros¬ 
titution springs up around military bases, 
furthering the subjugation of women. Rape 
is used as a weapon of oppression. During 
wars families are separated, and populations 
of refugees are created. We implore the RA, 
and in particular RA member Cocciardi, to 
consider all of these reasons as to why indi¬ 
viduals on the Bates campus are opposed to 
the war memorial. 
Although we recognize that members of 
the Bates community, past and present, have 
served in the military or in civilian services 
during wars (particularly the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan), a memorial on the cam¬ 
pus itself is an endorsement of not just those 
individuals, but ail that comes with war. As a 
community, it is important to recognize and 
respect those among us who have been in¬ 
fluenced by war negatively. The place for a 
new memorial is not on the Bates campus, 
as it fails to address the implications of war 
and fails to take into account ALL members 
of this community, past and present. 
Afroz Baig ’ll, Member Bates Women 
In Black 
Editor's Note: Afroz Baig is a Staff Writer 
for the Forum Section of the Bates Student. 
Questions? Complaints? Reactions? 
Send a letter to the editor. 
All letters may be sent to Mariam Alam at malam@bates.edu 
by 6 p.m. on Sundays. 
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Surfing the 
(Google)Wave of 
the Future 
MARIAM ALAM 
MANAGING FORUM 
EDITOR 
About a month ago, 
my older brother, who 
works for a software 
company, sent me an email saying he 
had finagled an invite to Google Wave 
and demanded that I accept his invite 
to the online tool. Being completely 
out of touch with the on-goings of the 
technological world, I had no idea what 
Google Wave was, but I accepted the 
invite anyways, because my tech-sawy 
older brother had told me to, and I pro¬ 
ceeded to forget about it entirely for 
about two weeks. During the first few 
days of Thanksgiving break, however, 
my utter boredom led me to reconsider 
the illustrious invite sitting in my inbox. 
I hopped on the Wave and have been 
drowning in an exclusive sea of confu¬ 
sion ever since. 
For those of you who are as blissfully 
unaware as I was a month ago, Google 
Wave is Google's new "on-line tool for 
real-time communication and collabora¬ 
tion" (wave.google.com). In a “wave,” 
which is “equal parts conversation and 
document,” you can essentially instant 
message or email people on contacts list 
(wave.google.com). Unlike other forms 
of instant messaging the wave remains 
saved on your Google Wave page. You 
can share images, videos or links with 
your contacts, show them your location 
through Google maps, play Soduku and 
other games with your friends, confer¬ 
ence call with business associates or 
add an increasing number of gadgets to 
your account. 
The coolest part of Google Wave, 
from my perspective at least, is your 
ability to edit other people’s words af¬ 
ter they send you a message in a wave. 
While this ability has clear practical po¬ 
tential, as you could theoretically work 
with another waver on a group project 
or business proposal from your separate 
computers, I found it more amusing to 
edit my friends’ words so it appeared 
they had said things like “I like your 
mom” rather than “I like pizza.” Clearly, 
Google Wave has promise for people of 
all maturity levels, from the business¬ 
man to the bored college student. 
Another interesting part about 
the program is that you can see your 
friends’ words as they type them. Ac¬ 
cording to Google, this feature allows 
for “faster conversations” and the ability 
to “interact in real-time” (wave.google. 
com). But imagine the implications: 
think of the eager tween, “interacting in 
real-time” with her new crush in what 
will surely replace the AOL Instant 
Messenger relationships of our youth. 
There she is, ready to admit her pro¬ 
found love for the seventh grade cutie. 
She starts typing “I...love....you...” but 
then suddenly chickens out (maybe in 
a brief moment of lucidity, she realizes 
the likelihood that this boy is her soul 
mate is close to zero). Tough luck, 
kiddo! Thanks to Google Wave, dream 
boy already knows how you feel, even 
though the message was never actu¬ 
ally sent. Don’t be surprised if his in¬ 
ternet suddenly “stops working” and 
he mysteriously signs off the Wave. As 
evidenced by this hypothetical case, the 
program requires an unwieldy amount 
of foresight for generations who have 
been dependent on the backspace key 
for years. 
But the days of failed tween ro¬ 
mance at the hand of Google Wave 
are far in the future. In its preview 
version, Google Wave is limited to 
only those who have received invites 
to the online tool. In order to get an 
invitation directly from Google, you 
have to fill out a little application say¬ 
ing who you want to wave with and 
why you want to be a part of the 
Wave community. In the first round, 
Google gave out just 100,000 invites 
worldwide. Once you have been in¬ 
vited, however, you are given eight 
invites to send out to whoever you 
deem most worthy. Ironically, though 
I initially couldn’t care less about my 
invite, people are itching to be a part 
of the Wave community. “Wave do¬ 
nation threads” are available online, 
where you can donate, receive, buy, 
sell and trade invites, even though it 
is against the terms of the program to 
“sell, trade, resell or otherwise exploit 
the service for any unauthorized com¬ 
mercial purpose” (mashable.com). 
When Google Wave first came out in 
September, invites were selling for up 
to $150 on eBay (mashable.com). In 
a somewhat condescending apology 
for its exclusivity, Google says on the 
Wave Web site, “We know it will be 
frustrating to wait for your invitation 
and we appreciate your patience.” 
And this exclusivity is really 
what makes the program. As my 
brother said in response to my inter¬ 
rogations about how to use the pro¬ 
gram, “Mostly it’s just cool because 
it’s exclusive.” Although I have ap¬ 
proximately two waves going, each 
consisting of a variety of immature 
edits, and a very limited understand¬ 
ing of the program, I have adver¬ 
tised my membership to the exclu¬ 
sive community in every possible 
medium (newspaper article? Check). 
My Facebook status is currently 
“I have Google Wave invites,” my 
conversation starter at parties over 
Thanksgiving was “So are you on the 
Wave?” (I know, real smooth) and my 
go-to move when I am bored in the 
library is to pop on Facebook and 
write on friends’ walls “LET’S WAVE” 
(Seriously, I apologize if I wrote on 
yours). Similarly, as my friend said 
to me about the program last night, 
“I don’t even know what it is, but I 
want an invite just because they are 
hard to get.” 
Clearly, the exclusive system of in¬ 
vites is a great marketing strategy, along 
with a way to limit the number of peo¬ 
ple on Google Wave until all of the bugs 
are worked out. People are getting on 
Google Wave solely because it is exclu¬ 
sive and users are unintentionally doing 
the job of advertising it, sans pay. But 
will the program be as appealing once 
everyone has an invite? Though there 
are definitely some innovative aspects 
to the online tool, for my purposes, it 
is pretty similar to GChat, GMail and 
Google Docs. I can send links, videos 
and images through those too. Techni¬ 
cally, copy and paste lets me edit what¬ 
ever someone else said, as does the 
sharing feature of Google Docs. And 
I am honestly better off without other 
people being able to read what I am 
typing before I send it (got to control 
those “I love you”s). While I am thor¬ 
oughly enjoying my membership to 
an exclusive club right now, my con¬ 
fusion about the why and how to use 
the program will probably cause the ex¬ 
citement to fade after this honeymoon 
phase. Although I don’t think I will ever 
be a committed waver, if membership 
to the site is expanded, a new genera¬ 
tion will grow up with this internet tool 
along with countless others, allowing 
Google Wave to replace many of our 
existing programs, removing our need 
for GMail, GChat and every other su¬ 
perfluous Google product. So, hop on 
and surf the wave of the future. I still 
have two invites left... 
Palin’s Going Rogue: A “Joe 
Six-Pack Bridge” to Nowhere 
ALI HOWARD 
STAFF WRITER 14 
On my way 
home for Thanksgiv- 
ing break, I spent my 
three hour layover crouched in the cor¬ 
ner of an airport bookstore making my 
way through Sarah Palin’s much talked 
about memoir, “Going Rogue.” Since 
she made her way out of Alaska and 
onto Saturday Night Live, Fox News, 
Oprah and into every other major media 
publication, Palin has transcended poli¬ 
tics and reached celebrity status. Palin 
is no ordinary politician. She is a new 
breed, unfamiliar to Washington, who 
both attracts and repels Americans with 
her winks, her exposed family dynamic, 
and her hockey mom and “maverick” 
personas. Since her entrance onto the 
political stage, Palin has, in fact, gone 
rogue, but her narration of that diver¬ 
gence undermines rather than bolsters 
her political credibility. 
Palin’s comfort and consistency 
with the average American takes her 
book tour through only a select region 
of the country and winds up excluding 
much of the population. Her 13-city 
selection is cowardly, consisting only 
of smaller cities that were in large part 
won by the McCain/Palin campaign 
in the 2008 presidential race (MSN¬ 
BC). Instead of reaching out to po¬ 
tential Palin-converts in a time when 
Obama’s approval ratings have sunk 
below 50 percent, Palin eschews large, 
liberal or even moderate-leaning cit¬ 
ies and focuses only on regions where 
she has preexisting support. 
While relying on McCain support¬ 
ers, “Going Rogue” heavily criticizes 
the Senator’s presidential campaign. 
Palin bites the hand that feeds by di¬ 
recting her “most sustained and vehe¬ 
ment barbs... at the very campaign 
that plucked her out of Alaska, anoint¬ 
ed her the Republican Vice-Presiden¬ 
tial nominee and made her one of 
the most talked about women on the 
planet,” allowing for the very writing 
of her book (New York Times). Her 
preparedness to pass blame onto past 
allies compromises her character, and 
her complaints about the campaign re¬ 
veal her inexperience. 
Palin’s gripes about being muzzled 
are admirable in that they broadcast her 
desire for unscripted politics, but they 
expose her inability to admit mistakes 
and depict her as a candidate who was 
entirely unprepared for the national 
stage. Instead of apologizing for her 
Katie Couric blow-up or conceding to 
her unfamiliarity with the Bush Doc¬ 
trine, Palin blames the McCain ‘head¬ 
quarters’ for “keeping her in check” (NY 
Daily News). Perhaps strategically, Palin 
successfully separates herself from tradi¬ 
tional politics and the Republican Party, 
but fails to exhibit any sort of humil¬ 
ity. Furthermore, Palin seems to believe 
that her focus on the campaign’s faults 
exempts her from any discussion of 
policy. Her book pays little attention 
to important political issues other than 
a brief mention that she and McCain 
should have focused more on the econ¬ 
omy and that she supported (but wasn’t 
allowed to admit it) Bush’s homeland 
security policies. Even her fleeting con¬ 
sideration of policy is rooted in criticiz¬ 
ing McCain and the censored nature of 
American politics. 
The only place where Palin did 
not fall short in her memoir was in 
her discussion of motherhood. Pal¬ 
in capitalizes on her role as mother 
to erase any distinction “between 
the governing and the governed” 
and has done so “to an extent un¬ 
matched by any recent major politi¬ 
cal figure” (The New Yorker). Palin 
uses her ordinary, albeit feminized 
role as a mother to validate her 
ability to govern, claiming “there’s 
no better training ground for poli¬ 
tics than motherhood.” To this end, 
Palin revolutionizes not only the 
role of mothers but also the role 
of politicians. Whether she does it 
consciously or not, Palin makes a 
step towards the evolution of politi¬ 
cal women by drawing similarities 
between the two inherently distinct 
positions. Although she doesn’t go 
into detail, Palin’s argument that the 
two roles overlap is founded: both 
politicians and mothers serve as 
sacrificial, intensive protectors, con¬ 
cerned with the survival and well¬ 
being of their offspring and citizens. 
Palin’s use of motherhood as a site 
for political preparation functions to 
acknowledge the achievements and 
capabilities of mothers throughout 
the country. 
However radical her alignment 
of motherhood and political prowess 
may be, Palin’s self-characterization 
as an ordinary American brings on 
another set of problems. Palin’s “in¬ 
sistent ordinariness is an expression 
not of humility but of egotism, the 
certitude that simply being herself, in 
whatever unconditioned fashion, will 
always be good enough” (The New 
Yorker). Palin rests on her “Joe Six- 
Pack” persona and berates everything 
McCain, while avoiding any opportu¬ 
nity of self-reflection, betterment or 
constructive criticism. If Palin is in¬ 
deed, “not retreating [but] reloading,” 
as she states in her final chapter, she 
must go to great lengths to enhance 
her political credibility, especially 
since 70 percent of Americans now 
think that Palin is unqualified to be 
President (CNN.com). Continuing to 
pass the blame without owning up to 
faults is a surefire way to miss the tar¬ 
get of the Presidency - you betcha. 
Knox Trial Reveals 
Challenges of Study Abroad 
AFR0Z BAIG 
STAFF WRITER 
Junior year is an 
exciting time for col¬ 
lege students across 
the United States. Un¬ 
like freshman, sophomore and senior 
year, junior year has the added possibili¬ 
ty of studying in another country, speak¬ 
ing another language and immersing 
one’s self in another culture. Although 
not everyone studies abroad during ju¬ 
nior year, the year is marked with the 
absence and return of classmates from 
locations all across the globe. 
This past Friday the verdict in the 
Amanda Knox trial was handed down. 
For those unfamiliar with the case, Knox 
was a student from Washington state 
studying abroad in Perugia, Italy. Her 
British roommate, Meredith Kercher, 
who was also a study abroad student, 
was found murdered in their shared 
apartment in Perugia in 2007. 
Soon after the murder occurred 
Knox became a suspect, along with her 
boyfriend Raffaele Sollecito. It has been 
alleged that Knox, during a twisted sex 
game involving her boyfriend and an¬ 
other male, murdered Meredith Kercher. 
Kercher’s body was discovered 
in December of 2007, and the trial 
against her alleged killers was just 
wrapped up, two years later. The tri¬ 
al caught international attention be¬ 
cause the death occurred within the 
context of a study abroad program 
- with one of the accused killers 
also being a student. The trial also 
highlighted the judicial differences 
between the US and Italy. 
Knox and her boyfriend Raffaele 
Sollecito were found guilty of murder¬ 
ing Kercher and sentenced to 26 and 
25 years in prison, respectively - a far 
cry from the life sentence that Italian 
prosecutors argued the two should be 
sentenced to. A third individual has 
already been convicted of committing 
the crime. 
Now, I did not narrate the twist¬ 
ed tale of the Amanda Knox trial 
to scare anyone out of studying 
abroad. Studying abroad is a huge 
aspect of Bates life and Bates cul¬ 
ture. Even if not all Bates students 
are going abroad, the entire student 
body benefits from the added per¬ 
spective classmates and friends gain 
from their time abroad or at another 
university within the United States. 
As a junior, it has been exciting 
having friends be abroad this first se¬ 
mester and hearing about their expe¬ 
riences. It has also been an exciting 
process selecting which study abroad 
program I myself wanted to go on and 
I can’t wait to spend my next semester 
in Cordoba, Spain. 
By telling the story of the Amanda 
Knox case I am trying to highlight an 
important aspect of studying abroad - 
learning to live in another country. Of¬ 
ten times when individuals travel, they 
forget that they are leaving their own 
part of the world and entering another 
part of the world with different laws, 
cultures and standards. 
A huge point of contention through¬ 
out the trial of Knox and her boyfriend 
has been whether or not the DNA evi¬ 
dence used against them was tainted 
along with the overall validity of the 
Italian investigation. Criticism has also 
been directed toward the Italian legal 
system, which does not operate like 
the U.S. system. Frustration has been 
expressed with how long the trial took 
and about the lack of laws to prevent 
jurors from seeing media coverage of 
suspects or the trial itself. 
Traveling and living in different 
parts of the world is a very exciting 
thing; however, one must do so respon¬ 
sibly. It is unrealistic to expect that other 
countries will operate in a manner simi¬ 
lar to the one you hail from. There are 
those who argue that Knox would not 
have been convicted of the crime had 
the trial taken place in a U.S. courtroom. 
However, that is not the right approach 
to the situation. 
Knox willingly went to Italy, the 
crime for which she is accused was 
carried out in Italy, thus her trial was 
carried out in Italy according to Italian 
standards. Although Knox’s case is an 
extreme example to use, it is important 
to be aware that when entering another 
country, one is subject to new standards 
and laws that must be abided by. More 
importantly, one must recognize that 
being a U.S. citizen does not mean that 
one will be treated in accordance to 
U.S. laws internationally. 
Study abroad programs are a won¬ 
derful thing, however, students must 
use common sense if they choose to 
participate in one. Being on a study 
abroad program does not provide a 
protective shield for anyone, so we 
must all remember to make smart 
choices and most importantly assume 
responsibility for ourselves wherever 
we are in the globe. As exemplified 
by the Knox trial, studying abroad has 
the potential to be a life changing ex¬ 
perience in a negative manner if indi¬ 
viduals do not take responsibility for 
their actions. 
In Pursuit of Safety: Afghanistan and Dinner Guests 
BLAISE LUCEY 
ASSISTANT FORUM 
EDITOR 
I try not to write po¬ 
litical articles because I 
feel silly when I write 
them. People don’t usually read the Fo¬ 
rum section because they are eager for 
White Kid from Twenty Minutes North 
of Boston’s view on politics. So let me 
make this as brief and as painless as 
possible. On Nov. 24th, Tareq and Mi- 
chaele Salahi, aspiring cast members of 
the reality television show “Real House¬ 
wives of D.C.,” attended the White 
House State Dinner. They were not in¬ 
vited. They took pictures with various 
members of the Obama administration, 
including President Obama. 
Last Tuesday, Obama gave a 
speech in which he declared he would 
employ the strategy of a “surge” in 
troops will be deployed. He invoked a 
9/11 reference, capitalizing on his au¬ 
dience of West Point cadets, many of 
whom had not yet hit puberty when 
these attacks happened. When will 
this end? These days, any mention of 
9/11 is a loaded one, heavy with fear- 
mongering and war-mongering. 
Obama needs to refer to 9/11, how¬ 
ever, because then he can refer to Al 
Qaeda, which he can link to the Tal¬ 
iban, which he can link to Afghanistan. 
Obama is not being honest with us. In 
his speech, he claimed Afghanistan “is 
the epicenter of the violent extremism 
practiced by al-Qaeda.” Al Qaeda does 
not have a headquarters. Even if they 
did, it would no longer be in Afghani¬ 
stan. They are more of a problem in the 
mountains of Pakistan, and, according 
to Wisconsin senator Russ Feingold, 
more of a problem in “Northern Africa, 
Somalia, Southeast Asia.” Not to men¬ 
tion the fact that The Los Angeles Times 
claims that the Al Qaeda presence in 
Yemen is so strong that the government 
is in danger of being overthrown. 
So, Al Qaeda can’t be used to justify 
this surge. Al Qaeda is not a country. 
It is a network of terrorists. They are 
people, just like the Salahis are people. 
Last Tuesday, Obama said, “If I did not 
think that the security of the United 
States and the safety of the American 
people were at stake in Afghanistan, 
I would gladly order every single one 
of our troops home tomorrow.” This is 
just days after two completely uninvited 
guests shook his hand and took pic¬ 
tures with him. They wanted attention. 
But what if these guests had wanted to 
do something else at the State Dinner? 
Our war on terror is founded on 
the ridiculous idea that terror has some 
kind of central location, some home¬ 
land, and, once we conquer or destroy 
or convert that homeland, to show the 
goodly light of democracy by killing 
tens of thousands of innocents, and 
after destroying cities, economies and 
cultures, people will stop hating the 
United States. 
You can’t prevent people from hat¬ 
ing the United States by sending troops 
into countries. Yes, we have to prevent 
the Taliban from seizing control of Af¬ 
ghanistan. I’m not going to hazard a 
guess as to whether we can actually do 
this. We are completely ignorant of eth¬ 
nic and religious differences in both Af¬ 
ghanistan and Iraq and, time and again, 
we isolate different parts of the popula¬ 
tion and antagonize them. We don’t just 
need troops in Afghanistan, we need 
aid there. We need to send people to 
rebuild the shattered lives of the people 
there. How can we possibly expect an 
Afghani government to stand alone af¬ 
ter we have torn the country and the 
populace to shreds? 
No one asks the next question, 
either. What if we do win? Did we 
I 
win the war on terror? No, not at all. 
Al Qaeda is gaining strength from 
our efforts to defeat them. What if 
we lose? What if the Taliban gains 
control of Afghanistan again? Not 
much will be different. There is al¬ 
ready a country with nuclear capa¬ 
bilities that teaches students math by 
counting how many Americans will 
be killed by grenades: North Korea 
(www.thedailyshow.com). 
Both of these wars are hopelessly 
arbitrary. There is no guiding prin¬ 
ciple to them, no distinctive right 
or wrong. Forget defunct Vietnam 
parallels, this is worse. We have cre¬ 
ated an entire generation exposed 
to extremism and propaganda, both 
Christian and Muslim. We are divid¬ 
ed into Americans and those who 
hate Americans. We can withdraw 
from countries, but we can’t with¬ 
draw from the consequences of our 
misguided actions. 
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Healthcare Rights Activist Bridges 
Israel, Palestine via Care Services 
GARDINER NARDINI 
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR 
Hadas Ziv, Executive Director for 
the human rights activist group Physi¬ 
cians for Human Rights-Israel (PHR- 
Israel), spoke to the Bates community 
last Thursday about the role health, hu- 
manitarianism, and public opinion play 
in the conflict between Israel and Pales¬ 
tine in a talk sponsored by the Students 
for Peace and Justice in Palestine. 
PHR-Israel advocates for the health 
rights of migrants and asylum seekers in 
Israel, residents of Occupied Palestinian 
Territories (OPT), inhabitants of unrec¬ 
ognized Bedouin villages in the Negev, 
and prisoners detained in Israel, among 
other inadequately treated groups. Ziv 
has worked with the organization for 
14 years, pushing various humanitarian 
initiatives and arguing for new, more in¬ 
clusive Israeli health policies. 
Ziv explained that routine health¬ 
care is particularly lacking for migrants 
and asylum seekers who live in Israel 
without full legal citizenship, as well as 
for non-Israelis residing in Occupied 
Palestinian Territories. These individu¬ 
als do not qualify for standard Israeli 
public health coverage and usually can¬ 
not gain access to the private health ser¬ 
vice plans offered in Israel. 
“In Israel there is a strict correlation 
between a person’s civil status and the 
entitlement to social rights” claims the 
PHR-Israel administration. “Therefore, 
there are persons without legal stand¬ 
ing who are denied the possibility of 
realizing their right to health, in an ap¬ 
propriate and equal way.” 
Difficulties with treatment also arise 
due to Palestine’s piecemeal geogra¬ 
phy: often, Israeli borders and road¬ 
way check points separate treatment¬ 
seeking Palestinians from areas where 
they can receive attention, and thus 
lead to prolonged suffering. Ziv argued 
that this dilemma is clear when ambu¬ 
lances are stopped at check points and 
patients are often forced to endure 
lengthy delays in their transport. 
Of PHR-Israel’s 1,500 members, 60 
percent are reportedly medical work¬ 
ers. Using these resources PHR-Israel 
hosts mobile clinics, offering supple¬ 
mental care throughout Gaza, the West 
Bank and Israel. 
Ziv noted that despite certain 
hostilities between the Palestin¬ 
ians and Israelis, Palestinians are 
genuinely appreciative of the work 
done by PHR-Israel. She explained 
that her organization takes an un¬ 
assuming attitude towards those it 
helps, who are mainly African and 
Palestinian, and speaks out against 
the Israeli occupation of Palestin¬ 
ian territories while offering medi¬ 
cal help. “When you come and visit 
to listen, with no preconceptions, 
you are always greeted warmly,” 
she posed. 
After discussing some of the 
threats to health in Israel and Pal¬ 
estine, Ziv speculated on the pos¬ 
sibility of a resolution between the 
peoples of each region and the role 
that movements like PHR-Israel 
have in forging an agreement. 
“Both peoples define themselves 
by the weakest part in their history. 
They are insecure, and instead of 
changing the way the world acts 
and trying to create a more humane 
world, they accept bleakness, help¬ 
lessness, and not being wanted,” 
commented Ziv. “Instead of accept¬ 
ing these things and simply guard¬ 
ing against them with force, they 
should set an example regarding 
how the world could be.” 
Clearly in favor of a collabora¬ 
tive solution, Ziv explained that a 
climate conducive to resolution will 
only come about via public activ¬ 
ism and private action. Component 
to this effort, she believes, are the 
services that PHR-Israel offers. 
Ziv cited an instance in which 
an Arab-Israeli member of PHR- 
Israel worked in Gaza gathering 
data with health officials in an area 
where it was too dangerous for Jew¬ 
ish Israelis to enter as a small step 
towards potential solidarity. Anoth¬ 
er incremental step occurred when 
an Israeli doctor working through 
PHR-Israel was able to teach Gazan 
surgeons vital techniques for vein 
regeneration. 
Though these are small steps, 
they are symbolic of the kind of col¬ 
laboration that must take place to 
move forward together, explained 
Ziv. “Every step counts, and can be 
a symbol of solidarity.” However, 
she noted that a broader demon¬ 
stration of public will, beyond a 
bridging of medical resources, is 
also necessary. 
“Many Israelis favor a two-state 
solution, and the Jewish majority 
are free to speak, but they went to 
sleep - there has been no vision 
and little hope for negotiation in 
the public. Palestinians and Israe¬ 
lis must tell their governments to 
try harder.” 
Students for Peace and Justice in 
Palestine is open to members of all 
types and views. 
Renowned 
Maine Poet 
Delivers 
Music- 
Inspired 
Reading 
PALO PEIRCE 
STAFF WRITER 
The Department of English, the 
Environmental Studies Program, the 
Humanities Division and the John 
Tagliabue Fund for Poetry at Bates Col¬ 
lege cosponsored a presentation by the 
esteemed eco-poet Theodore Enslin on 
Monday, Nov. 30th. Maine native Enslin, 
84, has published more than 100 books 
of poetry while supplementing his in¬ 
come by selling hand-carved walking 
sticks. 
Enslin read several of his own 
works during the talk, which included 
many examples of ethereal prose that 
captivated the audience. 
Enslin likened poetry to music, re¬ 
marking that “music and poetry come 
from the same root.” However, he cau¬ 
tioned that music is very different from 
poetry and that the two share only 
basic qualities, but that the audience 
should see the influence of Enslin’s 
musical background throughout each 
poem. His reading of one poem, titled 
“Not Straight,” reinforced this theme, as 
each line described the movement of 
a river and gracefully flowed into the 
next, symbolizing the fluidity of water. 
Throughout the piece, Enslin empha¬ 
sized that the audience should “listen to 
the sound, not the words,” in order to 
better comprehend its meaning. 
After the reading, Enslin fielded sev¬ 
eral questions from the audience, the 
topics of which ranged from his fun¬ 
damental influences to the meaning of 
specific lines in each poem. 
Enslin also incorporated humor 
into his presentation: he recalled to the 
audience that he was once almost run 
over by a car while writing a poem as 
he walked absent-mindedly. 
Enslin remarked on the amount of 
time that it takes for him to fully com¬ 
pose a poem. “40 or 50 years was noth¬ 
ing,” he said, referencing one poem 
for which he came up with an idea in 
September 1958 and finally finished in 
November 1999. 
Enslin reiterated his support for al¬ 
lowing extended periods of time for 
poetic gestation, stating that “to have 
true vision, one must have ‘re-vision’. 
Life is so short, and [poetry] is so hard 
to learn.” 
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Josh Ritter Conquers Bates 
DKIAINA VatKKIDM/ I Mt DAI fcD DI UULIN I 
Josh Ritter shares some stage space with members of the Manic Optimists during his Monday night performance. 
EDWARD STURTEVANT 
STAFF WRITER 
This past Monday, Dec. 7th, the Olin 
Arts Center, in conjunction with the Stu¬ 
dent Activities Office and Chase Hall 
Committee, hosted singer-songwriter 
Josh Ritter. Ritter’s career has spanned 
over five albums (not including live 
releases) and began in 1999, when he 
chose to pursue music in Boston after 
studying at Oberlin College. 
His latest LP, 2007’s “The Historical 
Conquests of Josh Ritter,” found the 
musician adding a little more muscle 
to his sound, sometimes favoring 
more a full-band approach than he 
did in previous albums. It was with 
his band that Ritter performed in the 
Olin Concert Hall last night. Ritter and 
his band recorded this last album in 
Parsonfield, Maine, and worked on 
their upcoming album, due next year, 
at the same rural studio, the Great 
North Sound Society. 
The show was well-attended. The 
band deftly weaved back and forth be¬ 
tween slow-burning ballads and more 
rootsy, stomp-along songs. Always smil¬ 
ing, the musicians seemed to be really 
enjoying themselves, and their sound 
reflected that. Ritter’s narrative style 
spilled over into his stage banter as well, 
as he stopped several times through¬ 
out the performance to relate personal 
anecdotes. An unexpected highlight 
was when the Manic Optimists, one of 
Bates’ a cappella groups, was invited 
onstage to provide background vocals 
for their song “Good Man.” 
At the end of the show, Ritter went 
out and mingled with the attendees for 
almost an hour and a half. Cheerful and 
engaged the entire time, he signed au¬ 
tographs, took pictures, and hugged ev¬ 
eryone who talked to him. He was nice 
enough to talk to The Student for a few 
minutes afterwards. When asked what 
drew him to Maine for recording, he re- 
plied, “Well, I grew up in Idaho, at the 
end of the road, so to speak, and when 
I first started playing guitar, it was basi¬ 
cally to entertain myself. It’s beautiful out 
there, but there isn’t a whole lot to do. 
I’ve always gravitated towards rural set¬ 
tings to write and record in. My last few 
albums have been done that way, and 
it’s always felt like a natural progression 
for me to get back out of the city. When 
you’re making an album, you really just 
need to be away from it all, out in a beau¬ 
tiful place, with all your friends. It’s like 
a huge party. I love Maine, it’s incred¬ 
ibly pretty.” Indeed, during the show, he 
mentioned the similarities he felt between 
Maine and his home state of Idaho, and 
the keyboardist proudly draped a Maine 
state flag over his rig. 
Bates was lucky to host such a 
well-regarded and dynamic performer. 
He hopes to come back for another 
show, and everyone who saw the per¬ 
formance can agree they hope for the 
same. _ 
Choir and Orchestra Collaborate 
in Epic Performance of 
Carl Orff's "Carmina Burana" 
CHARLES THAXTON 
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
Attendees at this weekend's eve¬ 
ning choir concerts were treated to 
a complete, rousing rendition of Carl 
Orff’s “Carmina Burana,” performed 
by the Bates College Choir and Per¬ 
cussion Orchestra. 
Olin Concert Hall was nearly full 
on the performance's opening night. 
The percussion orchestra warmed up 
as the large choir entered, dressed 
in black and white. Conductor John 
Corrie was greeted at the start of the 
performance with much applause. 
Corrie charged into “Carmina Bura- 
na’s” most famous section, the open¬ 
ing “O Fortuna.” The groups main¬ 
tained a wonderful level of energy 
and attention throughout the entire 
piece. The choir and band swelled 
and receded with Orff’s alternately 
ecstatic and meditative composition. 
All the soloists performed well, 
but bass Tom Chapman TO and sopra¬ 
no Emily Harrop T2 stood out in partic¬ 
ular on Friday evening. The piece was 
sonically powerful, and the instrumen¬ 
tal sections were particularly moving 
It is a distinct pleasure to listen 
to one’s classmates emit epic Lati- 
nate, and students in the audience 
Friday evening were granted a love¬ 
ly and anthemic beginning to their 
exam proceedings. 
: ; 
Adriana 
Salem® 
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KELLY COX 
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
Adriana Salerno shines as DJ 
of the week due to her illuminating 
song choices and brilliantly structured 
show. Salerno shares her passion for 
all types of music through a diverse 
set of tracks during her air-time, Tues¬ 
days from 8 to 10 p.m. 
An associate mathematics professor, 
Salerno is one of WRBC’s two faculty 
DJs, along with politics professor John 
Baughman. She is new to Bates, and 
has already struck a chord on WRBC by 
incorporating a taste of Austin, TX with 
a variety of other genres. Her show, en¬ 
titled “Don’t Mess With Texas,” includes 
Salerno’s own indie rock and folk favor¬ 
ites, as well as music from upcoming 
artists based in Austin, dubbed the live 
music capital of the world for maintain¬ 
ing over a hundred live venues every 
night. A remedy for her homesickness, 
Salerno's DJing elicits memories of past 
radio shows she hosted during her time 
at graduate school in Austin, on the 
University of Texas’ station. 
Bom and educated in Caracas, Ven¬ 
ezuela, Salerno was introduced to ra¬ 
dio by musically inclined friends at the 
University of Texas. Salerno co-hosted 
and hosted her own shows, of which 
memorable titles included “Say Some¬ 
thing Newr" and “‘Hit Lists’ Hit List." 
Salerno successfully pairs music 
discovered in Texas with the abun¬ 
dance of new music on the WRBC 
shelves. Informed by her Austin 
nostalgia and a desire to share her 
wisdom of lesser-known musicians, 
Salerno conducts her show by the 
motto: “Less talk, more music." 
“I feel the need to educate and help 
people find new bands. Maybe that’s 
the teacher in me,” Salerno said. 
Salerno noted that one of the ad¬ 
vantages college radio stations have is 
that they tend to integrate good music 
that is not always mainstream. She ad¬ 
vocates for the smaller enterprises, for 
local businesses and bands. Salerno 
also commented on the quality of col¬ 
lege radio stations, saying that they tend 
to be more authentic and less for profit. 
“I think that people should listen 
to more cdllege radio in general, my 
show or not. (Mainstream stations] 
are not benefitting listeners [when 
they play] the same music consis¬ 
tently. People should be exposed to 
many different things, not told what 
they should like.” 
Salerno’s show' involves a variety 
of music for everyone, and flows be¬ 
tween blues, country, jazz, hip hop, 
indie rock and more. In addition to 
the new and the old, Salerno also in¬ 
cludes reinterpretations. 
“I really enjoy covers,” Salerno said. 
“They present a different perspective and 
allow for rediscovering a new song.” 
Along with introducing newer art¬ 
ists, Salerno plays a lot of the music 
that she both currently, and will always 
continue to enjoy. Some of her favorites 
include Neutral Milk Hotel, St. Vincent 
and Miike Snow. WRBC is a pivotal 
place for her on campus. 
“I wake up to WRBC every day. It 
is helping me adjust to ilris new pro¬ 
fessor-life.” 
Tune into “Don’t Mess With 
Texas” Tuesday nights from 8 to 10 
p.m., and listen during Salerno’s Mu¬ 
sic in Commons debut, Friday night 
from 6 to 8 p.m. 
The Jason Spooner Trio 
Performs at The Ronj 
NICOLETTE WHITNEY 
STAFF WRITER 
The Jason Spooner Trio performed 
last Friday, Dec. 4th at The Ronj as part 
of the Village Club Series. The band has 
shared the stage with some of the musi¬ 
cians that the CHC has brought to Bates 
in the past. The Trio has been well-re¬ 
ceived nationally and was particularly 
successful at this year’s South By South¬ 
west festival in Austin, Texas. 
Formed in Portland ME, the Trio 
wconsists of Jason Spooner, Adam 
Frederick and Reed Chambers. Spoon¬ 
er, a Colby grad, plays guitar and har¬ 
monica and sings lead vocals. He has 
performed at Bates numerous times. 
Frederick plays bass and sings backup 
vocals, while Chambers plays drums. 
Each member has an impressive 
musical past, the amalgamation of 
which makes the group's style interest¬ 
ing. There is a large variety of genres 
within their music making them sty¬ 
listically appealing. Spooner referred 
to their work as "roots music," incor¬ 
porating blues, funk, folk and acoustic 
genres. It is apparent that they have 
many different musical influences and 
that they draw from these backgrounds 
to formulate their material. Spooner 
cited some classic musicians as inspira¬ 
tions for the Trio, such as Neil Young, 
Bob Dylan and Johnny Cash. 
Their compilation of music proved 
to provide a mellow performance. One 
crowd favorite was the song “Space¬ 
ship,” with soft beats and lyrics that 
complimented its melody. Another in¬ 
stant crowd pleaser was the band's ren¬ 
dition of Johnny Cash’s “Jackson.” 
After the set, Spooner discussed 
his lyrical style. He talked about song¬ 
writing in relation to art, and said that 
songwriting is like painting because 
his lyrics can show a lot of meaningful 
emotion. There are “contrasts between 
broad strokes and detailed strokes, 
which represent different forms of art," 
he added. 
Spooner also finds power in literal 
songs that tell a story, because he be¬ 
lieves that “songs without interpretation 
have a starkness to them.” Spooner con¬ 
cluded by commenting on the interpre¬ 
tive aspect of music, saying that “the 
power of songwriting is that the mean¬ 
ings can change for different people.” 
Above all, the Jason Spooner Trio 
is devoted to creating moving music. 
Spooner explained that they travel to 
the places where the “fish bite,” where 
the crowds encourage their talent, and 
have even ventured to Alaska and back. 
The evening's performance was an in¬ 
spiration for the audience and the per¬ 
fect start to a Friday night. 
L-A Art House 
Connects with Bates 
to Expand Local 
Art Scene 
KRISTEN MOREAU 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Seeking to bring a distinctly vis¬ 
ible art scene to the twin cities, Lew¬ 
iston's Captive Elements Art House is 
now encouraging Bates artists to get 
involved and help spread their mes¬ 
sage. Founded by Lewiston brothers 
Kerry and Jason Landry, Captive El¬ 
ements functions as a gallery, open 
studio, education center and artist 
network. The art house opened in 
2008 with a large exhibition of local 
contemporary art at Fishbones Res¬ 
taurant, which was well-received by 
the few hundred attendees. Since 
that time, many local businesses, 
including restaurants Willy Beans, 
Holly’s and She Doesn’t Like Guth¬ 
rie’s, have become showcases for lo¬ 
cal artwork. Kerry Landry is respon¬ 
sible for curating these spaces and 
changing the exhibitions monthly. 
By increasing community members’ 
awareness of local contemporary art, 
the owners hope to generate a desire 
from within L-A for more art in the 
public sphere. 
Teaming up with Bates students 
for the first time this winter, Captive 
Elements hopes to include Batesies 
in the greater dialogue of Lewisto- 
nian art. Bates students are invited to 
open studio night every Wednesday 
at 7 p.m., five minutes from campus 
at 25 Landry Road. One resident art¬ 
ist, Jeanelle Demers, a recent Univer¬ 
sity of Vermont graduate whose work 
is currently being exhibited at Grit¬ 
ty’s, as well as at Captive Elements, 
says she looks forward to exchanging 
ideas with other young artists living 
in Lewiston. Demers, who is also a 
curator at Gallery 5 on Lisbon Street, 
will likely be able to converse with 
student artists at The Ronj early next 
semester to share their artistic prac¬ 
tices. 
Art Commons, in conjunction 
with Captive Elements, will be orga¬ 
nizing a spring exhibition surround¬ 
ing Lewiston identity and community 
dynamics, featuring the works of 
both Bates students and L-A artists. 
Plans for collaboration between Cap¬ 
tive Elements and the Bates Public 
Art Club are also in motion. Working 
together to expand the L-A arts scene 
will benefit the Bates community and 
residents of Lewiston alike. 
Does your artwork reflect something about Lewiston? 
To submit or learn more, contact Kristen Moreau at 
kmoreau@bates.edu 
Keep dreaming... 
Guy to friend: If only every girl I had sex with was a virgin on birth 
control, then I would be set. 
~Sunday evening in the WRBC office. 
Who says Bates doesn't go hard? 
Girl to guy: Stop choking me! 
~V1, Saturday night dance party 
The joys of being an upperclassman... 
Girl (yelling from staircase): Freshman! We want to party with you... 
but we're scared! 
~Small House, Saturday night 
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Is Three A Crowd? 
The double standard of the menage-a-troi 
Young Dance Club Diversifies 
Dance Opportunities at Bates 
MOLLY WARREN AND HADLEY GRAY 
SEX COLUMNISTS 
In a society where sexual experimentation has 
been romanticized by Hollywood, threesomes, or, 
shall we say, “menage-a-trois,” have taken center 
stage. Britney Spears’ “3” is currently number 10 on 
the Billboard charts and a recent episode of “Gos¬ 
sip Girl” that touched on the subject caused quite 
a stir. Television shows like “Nip/Tuck” and “Sex in 
the City” have also featured threesome-heavy plot- 
lines. Typically, media portrayals of threesomes are 
generally guy-girl-girl, as opposed to girl-guy-guy. 
Why is one of these scenarios every guy’s fantasy 
while the other has such negative connotations? 
Girl-guy-guy encounters are usually labeled 
with grotesque language such as “spit roasting,” 
“Eiffel tower” and “crossing swords.” These terms 
are degrading to the female participant. Often, 
straight American men tend to assume that intimate 
interactions with another man subtracts from their 
masculinity. Men in our society tend to avoid kiss¬ 
ing each other on the cheek, and holding hands 
is assumed to be indicative of a homosexual re¬ 
lationship. Even women’s opinions tend to lean 
toward a guy-girl-girl scenario, due to the social 
HILLARY FINK 
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
Public speaking is notoriously difficult, and 
presenting something that you wrote yourself 
to a group of strangers is even more daunting. 
However, the students in English Professor Eden 
Osucha’s Advanced Poetry Workshop overcame 
whatever nerves they may have had to present 
their poetry to a crowd of almost 40 people in 
the Ronj at 4 p.m. last Saturday, Dec. 5th. 
Alison Cornforth ’12, Allison Mandra ’12, 
Qinglan Wang ’10, Amelia Harman ’10, Chad 
Frisbie ’10, Charlotte Simpson ’12, Taylor Smith 
’10, Zoe Donaldson ’ll, Andrew Steiker-Epstein 
’ll, Laura Traverse ’ll, Alana Folsom ’12 and 
Osucha each chose two poems to share. With 
no set order, the students called on each other 
to read, often introducing each other with an 
amusing story or a compliment about the work 
of their peer. It was clear that the workshop 
structure of the class made for a particularly 
tight knit group of students. 
Osucha asked each of the students to in¬ 
troduce themselves by telling the audience 
about an “object or food that frequently 
showed up in their dreams.” The answers 
were wide ranging, as readers admitted to 
stigmas surrounding female “promiscuity” or will¬ 
ingness to engage in practices deviating from the 
sexual norm. Also, many women who identify as 
straight have fewer qualms about kissing another 
woman. It’s not out of the ordinary to hear about 
two girlfriends making out at a party, though hear¬ 
ing about two guys kissing is rare. 
“Something about two guys and a girl feels like 
a gang-bang. It seems degrading. Personally, I have 
no problem with having a sexual encounter with 
another girl,” said one heterosexual female student. 
While it is hard to draw conclusions as to why 
society functions this way, we recognize that male 
resistance to girl-guy-guy threesomes is indicative 
of certain intrasexual social dynamics. For women, 
physical engagements with other women do not 
determine sexual preference, while the same does 
not hold true for men. As for a female aversion to 
these encounters, women may just look at them 
differently than men. For many women, the idea 
of multiple partners of the opposite sex seems de¬ 
grading, rather than exciting or experimental. All 
in all, women and men might really come from 
different planets, but the willingness to experiment 
with threesomes is ultimately determined by the 
individual, not by sex or gender. 
dreams of cheese, turkeys, monsters and 
girls. While this was the only information 
most people provided, some of the poets 
gave the audience some context for their 
work by elaborating on the meaning of the 
poem and what inspired it. 
One such expert orator was Harmon, who 
read two poems she had written about trash. 
The second was prompted by a somewhat bi¬ 
zarre creative exercise that involved collecting 
every piece of trash one used in a given week, 
then, after going through each individual piece 
of refuse and smelling it, immersing oneself in 
water and reflecting upon the experience. Har¬ 
mon admitted that the exercise caused her to 
vomit. Faced with the task of writing a poem 
about this unsavory experience, she ended up 
with an introspective piece, entitled “Wrapper.” 
Harmon wasn’t the only student to present 
a highly personal piece. Most of the poems 
seemed to be drawn from the author’s own 
experiences, and this feeling was only height¬ 
ened by the distinctive ways in which each 
poem was read. Those in attendance were af¬ 
forded a rare opportunity to delve into the 
psyche of some of their most creative and 
clearly talented peers. 
ELIZABETH ROWLEY 
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
Charlotte Brill TO, Sarah O’Loughlin ’ll, 
Gina Petracca TO and Kate Reilly TO are all ex¬ 
perienced dancers fiercely devoted to their craft 
and offered to share some insight on the oppor¬ 
tunities to practice their passion at Bates. 
These four, along with the Bates Dance De¬ 
partment at large, have been working hard all 
semester on a number of dance productions. 
The department has already hosted several 
performances this year, including their incred¬ 
ibly successful Partents’ Weekend show and a 
benefit concert at the Franco-American Heritage 
Center in Lewiston. The benefit show was the 
Bates dance community’s biggest performance 
of the semester and proceeds from ticket sales 
went towards helping children with cancer af¬ 
ford care. 
The dance department also held a studio 
showing this past weekend which included per¬ 
formances by students in several dance classes. 
This was an opportunity to showcase the work 
going on both in dance classes and in dance 
clubs. 
Brill, O’Loughlin, Petracca and Reilly dis¬ 
cussed one ongoing piece they have performed 
this semester, entitled “Arriving to Depart to Ar¬ 
rive.” This particular piece is a point of pride 
for all these dancers, as they began working to 
perfect it with Bates’ Director of Dance, Carol 
Dilley, well in advance of the start of the semes¬ 
ter. Dilley had Petracca and Reilly arrive at Bates 
in August in order to begin work on the piece. It 
is a modern piece that showcases a total of eight 
dancers, but begins with only two, transforming 
from a duet into an octet as it progresses. 
The construction of the piece was largely 
conceptual, and the choreography process usu¬ 
ally began with a movement frame that devel¬ 
oped organically. 
“[It was] a much more collaborative effort 
between Carol and the dancers,” explained 
O’Loughlin. While all four described the piece 
as somewhat abstract, dissecting the dance 
number is not the goal. “What I’ve learned about 
dance during my time at Bates is that it is not 
supposed to tell you what to think, it’s supposed 
to make you think,” said Brill, “I definitely see 
that in this piece.” 
“Dance at Bates is predominantly modern [in 
style],” O’Loughlin explained, but these dancers 
have explored a variety of genres to the fullest 
and actively pursue this deviation. 
“This is the first year that we’ve ever had an 
advanced jazz repertory class and since dancing 
at Bates is predominately modern-based, it has 
WILL FIELD 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
The specter of a young lesbian’s father ap¬ 
pears before her to tell her that the fat men in 
her dance troupe need to sweat more in order 
to win on American Idol. She later impregnates 
her female lover, to the chagrin of her estranged 
boyfriend. It got weird. 
These were just some of the many sick- 
and-twisted plots devised by student improv 
comedy group The Strange Bedfellows dur¬ 
ing Thursday night’s performance to a packed 
allowed for a variance in genres,” said Petracca. 
The department was able to showcase one such 
jazz piece at their performance at the Franco- 
American Heritage Center earlier this year. 
The four spoke about the Dance Club, 
which Petracca, Reilly and Brill founded during 
their sophomore year, citing their shared desire 
to make dance at Bates more accessible as their 
motivator. The three saw that modern styles 
were dominating dance at Bates and wanted to 
create an opportunity for divergence, because 
“other forms are a little bit more entertainment 
based,” explained Reilly. 
“This is a very young club and the sheer 
magnitude of successful events and new mem¬ 
bers who aren’t necessarily dance people, or 
people who have no background in dance, is 
great,” said Brill. 
This year has proven particularly exciting for 
the group due to increasing interest. 
“It’s great because we also have a large pool 
of first-year dancers,” said Petracca. 
The club also offers a slew of dance-orient¬ 
ed opportunities such as trips to performances 
in the area, master classes with guest artists and 
a big variety show during Short Term. The vari¬ 
ety show serves as an opportunity for collabora¬ 
tion among dancers across genres. It is entirely 
student-run and boasts everything from musical 
dance to hip hop, Bollywood and tap. 
“The show promotes dance outside of class¬ 
es because it gives all kinds of people opportu¬ 
nities, particularly since we are a small depart¬ 
ment,” said O’Loughlin. 
“The whole point of the dance club is to 
open up doors to different styles of dance and 
raise interest,” added Reilly. “There aren’t any 
limits to what we’re trying to bring.” 
The club is in the process of planning two or 
three trips to Portland next semester. 
The Dance Department also has two large 
shows coming up next semester in February and 
March - one at the American College Dance Fes¬ 
tival Association in Boston, and another, called 
the FAB (Franco-American-Bates) concert, in 
Lewiston that showcases the collaborative ef¬ 
forts of Maine artists. 
Despite lacking monetary resources, particularly 
this year, Bates’ dance department has a surprising 
breadth of connections to the world of dance. 
“Normally we have several guest artists a 
year that are in the top of their field,” Petracca 
explained. “They come here and do pieces with 
us. We’re a small department but we have solid 
connections and a lot of people don’t realize 
that we work with some of the top dancers in 
our field.” 
Evidently, the dance department has been 
working hard this semester and is gearing up 
for more to come. 
crowd in Chase Hall’s Little Room. The troupe 
acted out a 45-minute “long form” comedy 
sketch that wove together various character 
sketches and dialogue sequences to create co¬ 
hesive, edgy and slightly macabre storyline. 
The sketch showcased all seven members of 
the cast at various points, as seasoned veter¬ 
ans and rookies alike showed expert comedic 
timing, quick wit and quirky spontaneity. 
In their final performance of the se¬ 
mester, the comedy troupe hit several high 
points as laughs abounded from an engaged 
and satisfied audience. 
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www.BatesStudent.com 
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Women's Squash 
Embarasses 
NESCAC Rivals 
ALI BLANKSTEEN 
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 
The women’s squash team flew out 
of the gates over Thanksgiving break as 
they started the 2009-2010 season with 
a bang. The women picked up three 
consecutive victories over NESCAC ri¬ 
vals Tufts, Wesleyan and Connecticut 
College in their opening weekend of 
competition on Nov. 20th. 
Over the first weekend of break, 
the team traveled to Harvard University 
where they faced off against Tufts in an 
evening match. 
The Bobcats plowed over the Jum¬ 
bos in an easy 9-0 sweep. Co-Captain 
Hannah Laverty ’10 won three straight 
games and only gave up one point in 
the third and final game. 
The next morning, Bates took on 
Wesleyan and defeated the Cardinals 
8-1. Cheri-Ann Parris T3, Laverty, Mimi 
Neal T2 and Ali Bragg T3 defeated 
their opponents in three straight 
games at the first, second, fourth and 
fifth seats, respectively. 
That same afternoon the team 
pressed on to sweep Connecticut Col¬ 
lege 9-0. Every one of Bates’ players 
dropped their Camel opponents in 
three straight games. By the end of the 
day, Neal and Courtney Talcott ’12 had 
not lost a single game in either of the 
two matches. 
After a brief Thanksgiving break, 
the team returned to the courts to 
challenge the three-time defending 
national champions from Princeton 
University. The Bobcats ultaimtely 
dropped the match 9-0 to the Tigers; 
however, the women remain confi¬ 
dent as they prepare for the NESCAC 
schedule after the holiday recess. 
“It was really exciting for us to play 
Princeton this weekend,” said Laverty. 
“This is the best team we’ve had in four 
years and every girl is competitive and 
has a drive to win. Playing Princeton 
showed us that we are able to compete 
with the best. It’s going to be a great 
season for us.” 
This past weekend, the women 
traveled to New York City to challenge 
Columbia, Vassar and Vanderbilt on the 
Columbia University courts. The ladies 
beat Columbia 8-1 and Vassar 9-0. 
The NESCAC schedule begins on 
Jan. 9th when Bates hosts Williams Col¬ 
lege at the Bates Squash Center. 
Deep Roster Readies 
Women's Nordic for 
a Big Winter Season 
COREY HILL 
STAFF WRITER 
The women’s Nordic team is begin¬ 
ning to rev up its training in prepara¬ 
tion for the beginning of the 2010 racing 
season. Coming off of a strong cross 
country running season, Captain Abby 
Samuelson TO will lead the women. 
Samuelson raced much of last sea¬ 
son with an injury and will be looking 
to stay healthy this year and produce 
strong results in her final season on the 
team. Natalie Ruppertsberger ’ll looks 
to build off of her phenomenal sopho¬ 
more campaign, and her form through¬ 
out the fall has pointed to good things 
come January. 
Last season she made her first trip 
to the NCAA Championships, and Rup¬ 
pertsberger hopes to contend for po¬ 
dium finishes in the eastern collegiate 
races as she aims for her second straight 
NCAA appearance. 
Samuelson and Ruppertsberger will 
be joined by a young but talented group 
of women. Of the 12 women on the 
team, Samuelson is the only senior, 
while Ruppertsberger leads the small 
group of four juniors including Kirsten 
Gill ’ll, Ingrid Knowles ’ll and Megan 
McClelland ’ll. Gill, Knowles, and Mc¬ 
Clelland will be rejoining the team hav¬ 
ing spent their fall semesters abroad. 
The Bobcat’s sophomore contin¬ 
gent looks to provide further depth 
to this year’s team. Dayna Stimson 
T2, Sophie Leonard T2, Beth Taylor 
T2 all had strong first-year perfor¬ 
mances which they will hope to sur¬ 
pass this winter. 
Gretchen Sellegren T3 and Sam For¬ 
rest 13’, both natives of Bozeman, MT, 
are looking forward to their first Nordic 
season on East Coast snow. Sellegren 
and Forrest are coming off strong junior 
racing careers, both having had experi¬ 
ence at the Junior Olympics. 
With an extremely strong group 
of returning women as well as tal¬ 
ented incoming skiers, the women’s 
Nordic team has high hopes for the 
upcoming season. The Bobcats 
should be in contention to finish in 
the top three at numerous carnival 
races. The season begins on Jan. 
15th and 16th in Lake Placid, NY, at 
the St. Lawrence Winter Carnival. 
BOBCAT 
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Kush Mahan 10 
Mahan knocked 
off Trinity College's 
Supreet Singh on 
N ov, 22nd and won 
Bates' only game 
against the 11-time 
reigning national 
champion Bantams. 
Mahan dropped 
Trinity's number one 
in five sets, even- 
ttially winning the 
match after an hour 
and a half of a back 
and forth batde 
between two of the 
country's best. 
Men's Hockey Rebounds 
after Back-to-Back Losses 
CAROLINE SOLLMANN/THE BATES STUDENT 
A member of the men's hockey team avoids a defender in practice as he makes his way towards the goal. Bates won both of 
their games over this past weekend after losing twice in a row to Boston College. 
PAUL LOMBARDI 
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 
The Bates men’s hockey team im¬ 
proved to 3-2 on the season after com¬ 
pleting a perfect 2-0 weekend with wins 
over MIT and Bridgewater State College. 
After losing back-to-back games 
against Boston College, Bates entered 
the weekend with high hopes and had 
a chance to earn its first in-league vic¬ 
tory with a win against MIT. 
Bates got on the scoreboard first 
when Captain Wes Chaput TO scored 
with 2:17 remaining in the opening 
period. MIT tied the game early in the 
second period but the Bobcats regained 
the lead less than three minutes later 
with a goal from Rory Cosgrove ’ll. 
MIT scored with just under eight min¬ 
utes to play in the second period and the 
teams entered the intermission tied 2-2. 
After playing a back-and-forth first 
two periods, Bates was able to break 
out offensively in the final period. Six 
minutes into the third, Chaput scored 
his second goal of the night to give 
Bates the 3-2 lead. Miles Davee ’ll 
scored a short-handed goal midway 
through the period and Cosgrove add¬ 
ed his second of the game with under 
two minutes to play. 
Bates goalie Joe Doody ’ll and the 
Bobcat defense took care of the rest and the 
team went on to win by a final score of 5-2. 
Less than 24 hours later, Bates 
played host to Bridgewater State Col¬ 
lege in what turned out to be a wild, 
penalty-filled game. Cam Chaput T2 
broke a scoreless tie with a power-play 
goal with 7:35 remaining in the second 
period to give the Bobcats a 1-0 lead. 
In the third period, Bates exploded 
for three goals in less than three min¬ 
utes with goals from Sam Boyer TO, 
Wes Chaput, and Charlie Clark T3. 
Bridgewater State scored twice in the 
final 10 minutes but a power play goal 
from Wes Chaput and a short-handed 
score from Charley Stern T3 helped 
Bates secure a 6-2 victory. 
Wes Chaput picked up five points 
in the weekend’s two games. He is av¬ 
eraging nearly 2.5 points per game over 
Bates’ first five games. 
There were a total of 61 penalty 
minutes handed out in the game, many 
of which were given in the game’s fi¬ 
nal seconds as emotion-filled hockey 
turned to fisticuffs. 
Bates will play three games this 
weekend before a month long hia¬ 
tus for winter break. Bates will head 
to Massachusetts to face off against 
Bridgewater State on Friday at 8 p.m. 
before facing Endicott College on Sat¬ 
urday at 7:30 p.m. The Bobcats will 
return home to host Bryant University 
at 2 p.m. on Sunday. 
Women's Indoor Boasts Depth 
NORA HANAGAN 
STAFF WRITER 
The Bates women’s track team will 
be looking to a few of its top return¬ 
ers as well as a large incoming first-year 
class as they build off of last year’s suc¬ 
cessful season. Although the Bobcats 
had a small graduating class in 2009, 
it included two school record holders, 
Izzy Alexander ’09 and Jen Marino ’09. 
This year, Sara Ellen ’ll, Laura Smith 
TO and three-time All American Van- 
tiel Duncan TO will lead the throwing 
squad. Duncan has achieved All-Amer¬ 
ican status in the hammer and weight 
throws and will be trying once again to 
improve her position on the Bates In¬ 
door Top-10 Performance List. 
In the middle distance, Dana Lindauer 
’ll will be returning from studying abroad 
to run any event from 55m-800m. 
Also in the short-middle distances 
is Molly Radis TO, a speedster who 
has had a successful Bates career in 
the long sprints. 
Radis was the first Bates woman 
in over 20 years to break the one- 
minute barrier in the 400m and now 
boasts the number three spot on the 
Top-Ten Performance list with a time 
of 58.35 seconds. 
“We are going to have a really great 
year as a team as we have so many 
newcomers who could make an impact 
in addition to lots of great returners,” 
said Head Coach Jay Harthshorn 
Harthshorn believes the Bobcats 
will be competitive in all events and 
should be able to have especially 
strong relay teams. Hartshorn also 
predicts that this year will have the 
largest group of New England Divi¬ 
sion III qualifiers in her five years of 
coaching at Bates. 
Alpine Teams Look for More 
NCAA Competitors This Winter 
DANA POOL 
STAFF WRITER 
Over Thanksgiving break the 
NCAA Division One men’s and wom¬ 
en’s alpine ski teams hit the slopes at 
Sunday River on the only man-made 
snow in New England. Coming off of 
an exciting winter last year marked by 
hosting the NCAA Championships, the 
team has set their goals high and re¬ 
cruited young talent in anticipation for 
a record breaking season. 
Coach Rogan Connell is hoping to 
send numerous athletes to the NCAA 
Championships in Steamboat Springs, 
CO, in March. The men’s side will look 
to send their first member since the 
2007 season when NCAAs were hosted 
by the University of New Hampshire. 
Women’s Captain Micaela Holland 
’ll is poised to make her third straight 
appearance on the national stage. Con¬ 
nell looks for Alexander “Bump” Held- 
man T2, men’s Co-Captain Ben Man- 
ter ’ll and Alex Jones T2 to lead the 
stacked men's squad. The men will 
look for consistent top-20 finishes dur¬ 
ing the carnival season with Steamboat 
Springs as the ultimate goal. 
The Bobcats have picked up Zoe Liv¬ 
ingston T3, a slalom specialist, and Cait- 
lin Forbes T3, a giant-slalom contender. 
In addition to returning member Kristin 
Waddle T2, the two first-years round 
out the unusually small women’s team. 
The women will face a tough challenge 
throughout the season as they need to 
have at least three finishers in each race 
to help the Bobcats obtain their goal of 
top-five team finishes. 
Jeff Lathrop T3 joins the men adding 
further strengthening to the overall talent 
in slalom. The men will be heavily relied 
upon this winter after the team graduated 
Liz Thompson ’09, Megan Papineau ’09 
and Emily Sampson ’09 who consistently 
posted strong finishes for Bates women 
throughout their careers. 
The men’s and women’s alpine 
teams first meet their contenders at 
the St. Lawrence Carnival at Whiteface 
Mountain in Wilmington, NY, over the 
weekend of Jan. 15th and 16th. 
Men's Nordic Mixes Experience 
with Youth for 2009-2010 
BETH TAYLOR 
STAFF WRITER 
The snow has finally fallen, and 
the men’s Nordic ski team is ready to 
take on its eastern rivals when they re¬ 
turn from the holiday recess. Headed 
this year by Captain Harry Poole TO, 
the team is looking to have another 
solid season in the wake of one of 
their most successful seasons yet. 
Though they lost five seniors to 
graduation, including All-American 
and three-time carnival race win¬ 
ner Sylvan Ellefson ’09, Poole, Ben 
Smeltzer TO and Brandon Cooper TO 
will set the tone for a large group of 
first-years. Cooper is returning from 
a year abroad in Israel but hopes 
to find his top-10 form early in the 
season. Poole will hope to build off 
of a season-capping 10th place fin¬ 
ish at the Eastern Intercollegiate Ski 
Association Regional Championships 
while Smeltzer looks to be competi¬ 
tive in his first full season racing on 
the carnival circuit. 
Behind the three seniors are six 
first-years and one sophomore look¬ 
ing to make their mark on the carni¬ 
val circuit. New members include Dan 
Brodhead T3, Jimmy Burnham T2, Nate 
Fuller T3, Corey Hill T3, Isaac Kreisman 
T3, Danny Kuzio T3 and Lucas Milliken 
T3. The underclassmen have posted 
good results on the Eastern High School 
circuit, and it will be intriguing to see 
how they stack up against collegiate 
competition. 
“The team is looking strong to this 
point in the fall,” said Poole. “We might 
not have the same talent as last year, but 
we will be one of the toughest teams on 
the circuit. We have three seniors who 
have a lot of racing experience and a 
few first-years eager to prove that they 
can hang with the big dogs on the cir¬ 
cuit. It should be an exciting year.” 
The veteran experience com¬ 
bined with raw first-year talent 
should prove to be a strong dynamic 
throughout the winter. 
The first carnival of the year 
will be hosted by Saint Lawrence 
University on the 1980 Winter 
Olympic courses in Lake Placid, 
NY, on Jan. 15th and 16th. 
Editor's note: Harry Poole is The Student’s 
Managing Sports Editor. 
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Men's 
Squash 
Off to a 
Quick Start 
ALI BLANKSTEEN 
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 
In their season-opening weekend, 
the men’s squash team defeated Tufts, 
Wesleyan and Connecticut College in 
three 9-0 sweeps. Despite the victo¬ 
ries, it was not until the team lost 8-1 
to reigning national champion Trinity 
College that the celebrations began as 
Bobcat Co-Captain Kush Mahan TO de¬ 
feated the Bantams’ Supreet Singh at the 
number one position. 
After last season, Mahan was ranked 
50th in the nation, while Singh was 
ranked 22nd. Mahan defeated Singh in 
five grueling games (2-11, 11-8, 17-19, 
12-10, 11-7). 
Earlier that weekend, the team 
traveled to Harvard University to 
compete against NESCAC opponents 
Tufts, Wesleyan and Connecticut 
College. On Nov. 20th, the Bobcats 
swept Tufts in an evening match 
9-0. Eric Bedel T3, RJ Keating T3, 
Matt Baker-White T3, Nick Kourides 
T3 and Walter Cabot T3 all played 
strong matches as they won in posi¬ 
tions six through 10 on the team’s 
ladder. On the next day, the men 
went on to demolish Wesleyan and 
Connecticut College in similar fash¬ 
ion, racking up two more 9-0 victo¬ 
ries. Bobby Burns T2 failed to lose 
a single game all day long. 
This past weekend, the Bobcats fell 
to the number two nationally-ranked 
Princeton Tigers, 9-0. Despite the loss, 
Cabot and Will Fearnley T2 each won 
exhibition matches on the ladder’s 10th 
and Uth positions, respectively. 
The regular season will kick back 
into gear after the holiday recess as the 
Bobcats pick up their schedule with a 
home match against NESCAC rival Wil¬ 
liams College on Jan. 9th. 
Women's 
Hoops 
Opens 5-2 
HARRY POOLE 
MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR 
The women’s basketball team start¬ 
ed the 2009-2010 season slowly over 
Thanksgiving recess before reeling off 
four straight wins over the last week, 
including the tournament victory at the 
Ed Hockenbury Classic at Norwich Uni¬ 
versity. Marked by Annie Burns’ tourna¬ 
ment MVP honors, the women knocked 
off Castleton State on Friday before up¬ 
ending Norwich on Saturday evening in 
the championship. 
The season started with a win on 
Nov. 20th against Mount Holyoke, 74- 
51; however, the women dropped their 
next two games to Brandeis University 
and no. 20 nationally-ranked University 
of Southern Maine by final scores of 63- 
41 and 71-52, respectively. 
After the two losses, the women 
started their current streak against Hus- 
son University with a 77-68 victory in 
Alumni Gymnasium on Dec. 1st. Taryn 
O’Connell 13 paced the Bobcats with 17 
points and five rebounds. The next day, 
the Bobcats rolled over the University of 
Maine Farmington 75-59 with Tri-Captain 
Lauren Yanofsky 10 leading the way with 
16 points and six rebounds. 
At the Ed Hockenbury Classic, the 
women dropped Castleton State with 
ease, winning 82-54. Allie Beaulieu 13 
had an outstanding game as she scored 
21 points in just 22 minutes of play while 
adding five rebounds and four assists. 
In the championship game against 
Norwich, the women won by a slim mar¬ 
gin of six points. Bums showed her all- 
around ability as she dished out 10 as¬ 
sists, scored nine points and picked up 
six rebounds - a performance that earned 
her MVP honors for the tournament. Ya¬ 
nofsky chipped in 20 points and two re¬ 
bounds in a performance that earned her 
All-Tournament honors as well. 
The team’s early 5-2 record shows 
that they have the ability to make a 
run in the NESCAC tournament this 
winter. The women have nearly a 
month off before their schedule re¬ 
sumes on Jan. 2nd when they travel to 
Biddeford, ME, to take on the Univer¬ 
sity of New England. 
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Mahan Outlasts Singh for Big 
Victory to Start the Season 
OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS AND MEDIA RELATIONS/COURTESY PHOTO 
Men's squash Co-Captain Kush Mahan 10 is swarmed by teammates following his five-game victory over Trinity College's number one player Supreet Singh on Nov. 22nd. 
MARIA ROUVALIS 
STAFF WRITER 
On Sunday, Nov. 22nd, men’s 
squash Co-Captain Kush Mahan 10 
marched into the record books and 
showed why Bates’ squash program is 
one of our school’s best teams. Ma¬ 
han won at the number one spot in a 
five-game thriller against Trinity Col¬ 
lege’s Supreet Singh, 2-11, 11-8, 17-19, 
12-10, 11-7. 
This was no ordinary victory. Ma¬ 
han was up against a player who had 
history on his side. The Trinity men’s 
squash team is the reigning 11-time 
national champion and has the lon¬ 
gest winning streak in intercollegiate 
sports history - an astonishing 203 
straight victories. Therefore, it is no 
surprise when the entire Bantam line¬ 
up rolls to the tune of three set vic¬ 
tories over its opponents. Mahan left 
history out of his Sunday game plan 
and did not dwell on statistics and re¬ 
cords. Instead, he focused solely on 
playing his best squash. He embraced 
the challenge. 
“The best part is going in with no 
pressure, because no one expects you to 
win,” he said. “You’re playing the nation’s 
best. You get pumped. It’s great because 
you know the level you’re playing at and 
you can compare yourself to the top.” 
With no expectations and noth¬ 
ing to lose, Mahan went for broke. 
He put all of his energy on the court 
and walked away with a career-de¬ 
fining win. Mahan had to maintain 
top form for a much longer duration 
than other matches. 
While an average squash match 
lasts around forty-five minutes, his ex¬ 
tended for twice that. Incredibly so, 
he was not physically fatigued. Men¬ 
tally, however, he had to coax him¬ 
self through the pressure as the match 
continued, finding the power to per¬ 
form in the clutch. 
“At that stage [in the fourth set] I 
was nervous I guess, because I realized 
I could actually win.” 
But as the match continued, Mahan 
picked up steam while his opponent 
slowed down. Adrenaline kicked in 
and he seized the opportunity. 
“I took a big lead really fast in the fifth 
game. At 7-3 I could tell [Singh] was get¬ 
ting down. When I got to 10-3, I was 
nervous because it was a chance to do 
something that not many people get a 
chance to do,” said Mahan. “I ended up 
losing three match points, and I just want¬ 
ed to find some way, anyway to finish the 
match off. I went through a little disbelief. 
I didn’t believe it. I just threw my racquet 
up in the air. It was a relief.” 
And with gutsy mental determina¬ 
tion when he needed it most, Mahan 
found a way to win. 
He had shown that he was more 
than up to the challenge from one of 
the country’s best, and to make the mo¬ 
ment more memorable, Mahan won on 
his home court. 
“It was a great crowd,” he said. 
“They definitely helped me get going. 
It was the best home atmosphere I’ve 
played in by far.” 
The victory was more than Mahan 
could have hoped for to start his final 
season at Bates. 
He finished last season ranked 
50th in the country while Singh was 
ranked 22nd; however, a match like 
this can send a player of Mahan’s abil¬ 
ity on a hot streak. 
“Before coming into the season, 
I was ranked 38 [2009-10 preseason 
rankings],” he said. “I wasn’t too hap¬ 
py with that. I knew I had to win a 
couple matches early to get my rank¬ 
ing up. I wasn’t expecting this big 
win so early. It gives me a lot more 
confidence that I can deal with the top 
of the country.” 
Victories Aplenty For 
Swimmers and Divers 
Men's Hoops 
Rolls to Tune 
of 5-2 Start 
KATIE BASH 
STAFF WRITER 
The Bates swimming and div¬ 
ing teams got their seasons off to 
strong starts, with both the men’s 
and the women’s 200-meter relay 
teams opening their Nov. 21st meet 
with victories. The women went on 
to defeat both Wesleyan (159-138) 
and Trinity (207-85) while the men’s 
team defeated Trinity (184-102) but 
fell to Wesleyan (179-116). 
On the women’s side, the quar¬ 
tet of Co-Captain Katelyn Drake ’10, 
Catherine Sparks ’13, Katy Zingale T3 
and Co-Captain Sarah Reingold ’10 
edged Wesleyan 1:53.69 to 1:54.59. 
Drake went on to take first place in 
the 100-back (1:01.41) and 200-back 
(2:12.21). She also finished second in 
the 200-IM with a time of 2:19.11. Car¬ 
ole Lupi '12 came in third in the 100- 
back (1:06.22). 
Sparks and Zingale went on to win 
other events, with Sparks placing first 
in the 100-breaststroke (1:10.62) and 
Zingale winning the 100-fly (1:02.21). 
Sparks was third in the 50-freestyle 
(26:18) while Zingale came in second in 
the 200-butterfly (2:19.58). 
Other event winners included Tara 
Dugan T3 in the 1,000-free (11:10.72). 
Abigail Hanson ’12 was close behind in 
second (11:32.26). Dugan also took first 
in the 500-free (5:31.96). 
The Bobcats took second through 
fourth place in the 200-freestyle with 
Leasure (2:01.41), Emily Tato ’12 
(2:01.56), and Reingold (2:04.46) finish¬ 
ing in that order. 
Annaliese Rudis ’10 won the one- 
meter diving competition with a score of 
220.90 points, before finishing second in 
the three-meter with 179.15 points. Jes¬ 
sica Howard ’12 took the three-meter title 
with 182.25 points and came in third in 
the one-meter with 197.90 points. 
“It may be a small group, but it’s go¬ 
ing to be fun watching our divers prog¬ 
ress this year,” said Diving Coach Mike 
Bartley. “From my perspective as their 
coach, I couldn’t be happier with prog¬ 
ress they’ve already shown.” 
The winning 200-meter men’s relay 
team was comprised of Nathaniel De¬ 
pew ’12, Alex McKeown T2, Ned Scott 
’12 and Dan Aupi T2. The quartet 
edged Wesleyan 1:39.45 to 1:42.51. 
Scott also took first place in the 
50-free (22.32) and the 100-fly (53 05). 
Aupi won the 100-back and 200-back 
with times of 55.58 and 1:59.81, respec¬ 
tively. Tom Boniface 12 was second in 
the 100-back with a time of 56.14. 
In the 100-breaststroke McKeown 
was second with a time of 1:03-67. Co- 
Captain Jake MacNaughton 10 took 
third in the 100-free (10:4317) and An¬ 
drew Buehler 13 added a second-place 
finish in the 200-butterfly (2:08.23). 
“It was our mission to get our first 
NESCAC win against them, and in 
the process of doing so, we achieved 
some eye-popping results,” said Co- 
Captain Peem Chatikavani 11. “The 
proudest moment for me personally 
was witnessing the fight in all our 
guys. Although we did not receive the 
win against Wesleyan, we forced them 
to fight for every inch.” 
Head Coach Peter Casares expressed 
a high level of satisfaction as the team 
showed vast improvement on their early 
season results from last season. 
“The men swam to their first NES¬ 
CAC win since 2005 with a solid win 
over Trinity and some very gutsy perfor¬ 
mances against Wesleyan,” said Caseres. 
“Our women are out to their first 2-0 
NESCAC start since 2002.” 
The swimming and diving teams 
will compete on Saturday, Dec. 12th, at 
the University of Maine Orono. 
PATRICK KING 
STAFF WRITER 
The men’s basketball team faced a 
busy first two weeks of its season, re¬ 
sponding with a 5-2 record over their 
first seven games. 
The team kicked off its season 
at Keene State Keene State College 
in Keene, NH, as part of the Tip Off 
Tournament over Thanksgiving break. 
The Bobcats took on Thomas College 
on Nov. 20th, and eventually dropped 
the contest in an offensive battle, 98- 
94. Bates led at half-time by six, but 
couldn’t hold the lead against a Thom¬ 
as squad that shot 48 percent from 
the field. Nick Schmiemann ’ll had 
an outstanding performance to lead 
Bates with a career-high 22 points in 
the losing effort. 
Bates moved on to face SUNY Co- 
bleskill in the consolation game of the 
tournament and the men showed charac¬ 
ter and grit as they overcame a 20 point 
half-time deficit to win 65-64. Brian El¬ 
lis ’ll had a strong second half scoring 
15 of his 17 points for the game in the 
period. Co-Captain Chris Wilson ’10 led 
the Bobcats with precision passing down 
the stretch, while Alex Gallant ’ll made 
clutch free throws to seal the win. 
The University of Southern Maine 
was the Bobcats’ final opponent before 
Thanksgiving, and the Huskies jumped 
out to a seven point halftime lead after 
some slack transition defense and cold 
shooting from Bates. Head Coach Jon 
Furbush gave the team a renewed mo- 
tivation during the break as Bates came 
out and dominated the second half. Jim¬ 
my O’Keefe TO led Bates’ zone defense 
that shut down USM’s offense, while Ellis 
worked hard in the paint to finish with 20 
points. Bates outlasted USM 82-75. 
Alumni Gymnasium was crowd¬ 
ed for last Tuesday night’s rematch 
against Thomas. Despite the early 
season loss, Thomas proved to be no 
match for the Bobcat offense as Wil¬ 
son and Ellis each scored 19 points in 
the 90-71 winning effort. 
A non-conference contest at NES¬ 
CAC rival Bowdoin College last Thurs¬ 
day was the first of three straight games 
for Bates. They trailed the Polar Bears 
by 12 at halftime, but again played a 
strong second half before falling short 
in their comeback attempt 71-67. Bates 
had four players in double figures as El¬ 
lis, O’Keefe, Wilson and Schmiemann 
paced the offense. 
This past weekend, the team trav¬ 
eled north to Bangor, ME, for the 
Paul Bunyan Invitational where they 
faced the University of Maine Machias 
in the first round. Bates jumped out 
to an early lead that proved to seal 
the game early. In the championship 
game, Bates defeated Husson Univer¬ 
sity, 75-63- Wilson had a season-high 
21 points to lead the team. 
The Bobcats will resume their 
schedule when they travel to Concor¬ 
dia University in California to play in 
the Surf City Classic against two west 
coast teams. The tournament takes 
place Dec. 29th and 30th and will be 
the final tune up before the season’s 
grind begins. 
